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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


I. mentioned last month how I 
became a 16-bit, 68000 chip owner with 
the purchase of my Sega Genesis. And 
you're probably saying; "Who cares? 
This is an Atari magazine!" But it made 
think of Atari this month and how they 
Diew.- it-. when they had 4 great 
opportunity. Let me explain. 


For a paltry $35, Sega offers. 4 
small piece of hardware that allows you 
fo use all thier 98-bit. software on 
their 16-bit game machine. I've tried 
it and it works. But the interesting 
thing is when you compare Atari's 
attitude when the ST first came out. 
They offered no means of using current 
86-bit owners software on the new 
machines. Furthermore, when third-party 
tried to develop translators, 
Atari actively tried to hamper them in 
their efforts. | 


Why would someone want such a 
device? Well, in my case, it was the 
most important reason I did not buy an 
ps. 1 Simply did not want to throw cut 


all the software I had invested in or 
in some cases relearn new word 
processors when the old familar ones 
would. Go. Boy though, it would have 


| been nice and if Atari had ever offered 


a translator device I would've bought 
an 67 in an instant. 
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Software Spectrum 
| 386 Somerset Street 
North Plainfield, NJ 
oes 07060 
TEL: (201) S6+-8777 


Hours: Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri, & Sat. 
10:00 am to 7:00 pm 


Wednesday, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 


Now under new management 


ATARI software and hardware at 
competitive prices 


Accessories and IBM software and hardware 
also available 


Many items sale priced 








NOISE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


ATARI SAF ARI 


Sic transit 8-bitensis. It is now a week 


lor to our great institution THE ATARI 
AFARI, and | understand that ! may be 
giving the only 8-bit demo. ST’ers 
practically had to be turned away as so 


many volunteered for the SAFARI. Oh well, 
time marches onl. 


More on an ST clock 


if _ read my ramblings last month, you 
could see that I’ve had my share of 
difficulties getting a clock "chip" to fit into 
my ST. Weill, | gave up! Bob, at Gemini 
_ Enterprises in Morristown, just got in a 
cartridge called “Forget Me Clock If. For 


the same price as the Zubair chip, this 


cartridge was much more to my ae 
First, it Is Incredibly smail (and as | am left- 


handed and therefore must utilize the 


mouse on the left seghnie + side] of the 
ST) It does not get in the way; It only = 
out an inch and a hif you read my ramblings 
last month, you could see that | ve had my 
share of difficulties getting a clock “chip" to 
fit Into my ST. Well, | gave up! Bob, at 
Gemini Enterprises in Morristown, just got in 
a cartridge called "Forget Me Clock ff". For 


the same price as the Zubair chip, this | 


- cartridge was much more to my Ilking. 
First, it is incredibly small (and as | am left- 
handed and therefore must utilize the 
mouse on the left ey teen side} of the 
ST) it does not get in the way; It only juts 
out an inch and a haif or so. Further, it will 
accept another cartridge, If one ever is 
used. Best of all, Bob took back my unused 
Zubair “chip" on an even exchange. Finally, 
the cartridge works as advertised! 


On Participation 


In another portion of this Issue there 
should be an article by our hard working 
Disk Librarian of long-standing, Sam Cory. 
Sam told me that he was (as ne and many 
of us are on a periodic basis) tired of the 
Herculean efforts that a few of us must 
expend in order to keep the JACG a viable 
and worthwhile group. it seems, as | have 
observed In the past, that no matter what 
the organization ls, and no matter what the 
size, there is only a certain percentage of 
members who get actively involved in the 


->- 











sustained operation of the group. Of 
course the larger the group, the greater the 
number of "“boosters’ available to 
contribute. As our numbers have 
decreased, that gross number has also 
decreased. For instance, 10% of 500 
members Is 50 members, but 105 of 130 
members is only 13 members. Please 
consider this If you are one who comes to 
the meetings only to be entertained, or to 
catch a bargain before the meeting. Please 
consider this If you don’t even come to the 
meetings, and avail yourself only of the 
JACG B8S _ and/or the JACG 
NEWSLETTER. The JACG needs you! Not 
only does the JACG need you as a member, 
not pniy does the JACG need you as an 
ACTIVE member, the JACG also needs you 
as an ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING member. 
Stand up and be counted! 


The ATARI EXPLORER._update 


The latest on the ATARI EXPLORER Is 
that it WILL continue In existence, with the 
editor, John Jainschi maintaining an 
office somewhere in the "Big Apple’...the 
ATARI In an “apple”..heh, heh. All things 
being equal, | should also be able to continue 
my contributions to its’ content. The Issue 


_ which had been held up was finally released, 


after an unstapling, page removal, page 
insertion, and mpm rocess. | guess 
one could say that a "bit" of a "bite" was 
taken out...pun, pun! 


ANTIC 


| got the latest Issue of ANTIC this past 
week, 48 pages Including front and back 
covers, program stings and 
advertisements. As ANTIC Is now an 
every-other-month — publication, that 
equates to 24 pages a month for an 
excusively 8-bit ATARI! publication. It’s 
great that there ls a commercial publication 
dedicated to the 8-bit AT ARI, but | just got 
a renewal reminder for my disk subscription, 
| wonder...after Hi-Res, Home Computing 
whatever, Creative Computing, Compute! 
ST, Analog, ST mi soOftside, etc. ...! 
wonder If | should risk it? Comments? 





SOAS Foo AN 

reviewed by Neil Van Oost Jr., JACG 
‘os. *o.°S. *e. *o. “oe. *s. *e. *s. *e. *s. *o. "oe. “eo. *e. *e. *e. *e. “se. *e. ‘oe, *o. ‘oe, *e. *e. *s. *e. ‘oe. “oe. : 
This is going to be a sort of unusual review as I'm going to try and break 


this review up es little and display some of the PERSIE RCEE 
“fonts” that can be produced using : 

a 

For just alittle bit, I will try to stick to one font, although it isn't 
is ASS - The above should show you how easy it is with a very 










little effort to produce text with mixed fonts. This however 


CAININGOT be done with the distribute copy which is the disk of 


this month. To digress a little let me explain. The copy of DDS that 
we are "allowed" to release public domain is NOT @ “FULL FEATURED" 


copy. It will only print a document in one font, you will not have the 
ability to do the above unless you have the registered version. 


DCA COCA E OED CAE DIED CDCR RD CED CDC COC COED CD COC CH EO CHE 
We have packaged two double sided disks of Daisy 
Dot fonts, that were created from regular nine 
sector Atari fonts, with the distribute copy of DD3. 


After you receive and try out your distribute copy, 
ITC am Sure you will want to rush ai iletter off 
to Roy Goldman, at: 24a0 South Jasmine, 
Denver, co SB@222. with your $25.00 donation for a registered 
copy as | did. Along with your registered copy of DD3, Roy will send you 
a double sided disk of all new and exciting fonts (some of which are used 
here) and a well written 50 page printed instruction manual, which 


completely documents all the functions of which DD3 is capable. 


(Dee eee Eee [Sere (See (eet) Deel Cael (See Saeel iaot Ceol (et (Meet aot eet] eet beet eee Ieoel Deel ere (ere [eee (eel eel (Oe eee coe 
Some differences between distribute and registered copies are: 
1. The registered version has full support for SpartaBes xX. 


2. The registered version allows for more than one font to be used in one 
document. : 


 B. Extra fonts are supplied(some used here) with the registered version. 





q. The 50 page printed manual mentioned above. 
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Some common questions answered. Ques. Which Sbit systems cam use DAISY- 
DOT I? Ans. Any Atari Sbit computer with at feast 48K of RAM. Ques. Which 
— DOS do | use? Ams. Atari DOS2.5, Smart DOS, MyDOS, or SpartaDOS (includes 
SpartaDOS X). Ques. What printers will work with DD3? Ams. Amy graphics 
capable Epson 9 pin primter or compatible, Star Gemini 1X/SGio, NXi0/100, 














ona Peary everctind ase comes a very fine FONT EDITOR rick 
FONT UTILITIES. The font utilities come with three separate 
parts to tncrease your font collection. They are: the 
magnifier, the ttalictzer, and the font converter. | really 
would Like to take the time to cover all the parts of this 
great package, but | All you 
Pic TURE JLUINKIES get the idea. 
IEEE REE RRR IR IRR IRE 


The following are fonts which are part of our disk of the month 
package. The number following the font is the number of different size 
versions on the disk. 
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Do you have a Photographic darkroom?? 
If you do and on occasion delve into 
Photography making your own black 
and white or color prints or have in the 
distant past have done so then you will 
remember how you found a sheet of 
paper with the same thickness of the 
print paper that you were using so you 
could focus at the same plane as the 
emulsion would be to make sure that 
your print would be sharp. You might 
even have sacrificed a fresh sheet of the 
print paper to focus on. Ihave been 
doing this in my darkroon for many 
years. well it turns out that we all were 
barking up the wrong tree. 

When you use a camera and focus the 
lens on some subject you know that 
some part of the scene will be sharp 
closer than the object focused on and 
some area behind the focused object will 
also be sharp and you called this range 
the Depth of Field of the lens at some 
F-stop. This also happens with an 
enlarger as you are really focusing the 
lens on the negative and at the easel you 
have some Depth of Field. How much 
Depth of field you probably don't know. 
This little program will calculate the 
depth of field for you and it might. 
surprise you to see how large it is. Bear 


in mind you must focus the enlarger 


carefully and usually with a grain 
magnifier but you will see that you 
could do this on the raw easel surface 
and that you do not really need a piece 
of paper to simulate the exact distance 
from the lens to the emulsion. 

The program is based on the physics of 
geometric optics and is written in GFA 
Basic but if you put line numbers on 
each line of the code I can see no reason 
why it would not run on the Atari 800 or 
other Atari computers. 

To illustrate the point about Depth of 
focus we can recall our High School days 
when we peeked down the tube of a 
Microscope. You will remember that you 
could move your eye up and down to the 


A PROGRAM FOR PHOTOGRAPHY 


BY Eric Jacoves 


lens and could see the object clearly at all 


times. If you have ever taken a photograph 


A-focally you will have place the camera 
lens above the Microscope and once you 
focused the camera the image was clear 
whether your lens touched the microscope 
eyepiece of was held a centimeter above 
it.This is depth of focus and it existed when 
the Depth of Field was probably less that 0.03 
milimeters. : 

The programs output will echo the initial 
conditions that you give it for each run and 
its output is in milimeters. 

in the program "Dcirc" is the circle of least 
confusion and dfoc is the variable that 
contains the Depth of Focus and it extends 
halfway above the easel surface and 
halfway below it. So you can throw away the 
focus paper but I should caution you that the 
depth of focus will vary according to the 
F-stop that you use so run the program for 
all F-stops and you will need a run for each 
magnification that you use. How do you 
measure the magnification of a print why 
just measure the dimensions on the easel and 
devide the long dimension by 36 mm or the 
short dimension by 24 mm. You should usea 
metric ruler for the measurements. You 
could purchase a self stick tape on the 
enlarger column with the magnification 
numbers on it which you could purchase 
from your friendly camera Store. or simply 
calibrate the column yourself with a series 
on calculations. 

It should be noted that because of differences 
in lens construction the values calculated in 
variables Dia, B, and Dcirc are close 
approximations. They will not cause your 
focus to be off. 

Have Funin your darkroom 

Eric Jacoves 








Rem BY ERIC JACOVES 
Rem program to calculate depth of focus of an enlarger 


Print “FOCAL LENGTH OF THE LENS IS ? °; 


Input Fel 


Print “LENS F NUMBER IS ? °; 


Input F 


Print "MAGNIFICATION I5 ? °; 


Input Mag 
Ba=(Magt1)*F 
Deirc=Ea/1000 
Dia=Fel/F 
-A=Dia/2 
B=(Magt+1)*Fecl 
Aprim=Deirc/2 
X=A/Aprim 
Bprim=B/X 
Dfoc=Bprim*2 
Lprint | 
Lprint 
Lprint 


Lprint "THE CIRCLE OF LEAST CONFUSION IS 
“ THE DEPTH OF FOCUS IS ";Dfoc;” 


Lprint 
End 


| FOR MAG = 10 


THE CIRCLE OF 
THE DEPTH OF 


FOR MAG = 10 
THE CIRCLE OF 
THE DEPTH OF 
FOR MAG = 10 
THE CIRCLE OF 


THE DEPTH OF 


FOR MAG = 10 
THE CIRCLE OF 


_. THE DEPTH OF 


-FOR MAG = 10 

THE CIRCLE OF 
THE DEPTH OF 

FOR MAG = 10 


THE CIRCLE OF 
THE DEPTH OF 


“FOR MAG = °; 


FOCAL 


LEAST 
FOCUS 


FOCAL 
LEAST 
FOCUS 
FOCAL 
LEAST 
FOCUS 
FOCAL 
LEAST 
FOCUS 
FOCAL 
LEAST 
FOCUS 
FOCAL 


LEAST 
FOCUS 


Mag: FOCAL LENGTH = ";Fcl;" FSTOP = ";F 


"Jd BO | 


LENGTH = 50 FSTOP = 16 


CONFUSION IS 0.176 
IS 61.952 HALF ABOVE, HALF BELOW YOUR PLANE OF FOCUS 


LENGTH = 50 FSTOP = 11 
CONFUSION IS 0.121 | | 
IS 29.282 HALF ABOVE, HALF BELOW YOUR PLANE OF FOCUS 


LENGTH = 50: FSTOP = 8 


CONFUSION IS 0.088 
IS 15.488 HALF ABOVE, HALF BELOW YOUR PLANE OF FOCUS 


LENGTH = 50 FSTOP = 5.6 


CONFUSION IS 0.0616 


IS 7.58912 HALF ABOVE, HALF BELOW YOUR PLANE OF FOCUS 
LENGTH = 50 FSTOP = 4 
CONFUSION IS 0.044 


IS 3.872 HALF ABOVE, HALF BELOW YOUR PLANE OF FOCUS 


LENGTH =° 60... FSTOP = 2.8 


CONFUSION IS 0.0308 
IS 1.89728 HALF ABOVE, HALF BELOW YOUR PLANE OF FOCUS 


HALF ABOVE, HALF BELOW YOUR PLANE OF FOCUS 


GENERAL FEATURE 


MAY MEETING NOTES 
by Joseph E. Hicswa, JACG 


Saturday, May 12 was a beautiful, 
cool, clear morning for driving to our 
monthly meeting at AT&T BELL LABS in 
Murray Hill. AT&T'S landscaped grounds 
were profuse with greening trees. If 
the car window was opened, warblings of 
mate-seeking song birds came through to 
cheer you. 


One member hobbled in on crutches. 
Now that's dedication. It was young 
JOHN TANNAHILL whose ankle twisted ina 
pot hole at his after-school job for 
Foodtown Foodstores. Classmates and 


workmates friendly nicknamed him 
"CRUTCH". ? 
When I arrived, the flea market 
was in progress and doing a brisk 
business. Lots of hardware: computers, 


disk drives, peripherals; as well as 
heaps of software were being swapped 
for American money. Smiling faces 
reflected deals and sunny weather. 


Mingled among avid shoppers were wide 


in the 
The 


eyed children caught up 
excitment of market activities. 
kids were having a ball. 


There was three-year old JASON 
HYERS of Bricktown inquisitively 
examining places and things to the 
distraction of his loving father. Ur. 
JIM HYERS kept anxiously looking for 
bargains and his errant son. At home, 
Tiny Jason is adept with, and 
commandeers the family's ATARI 800XL 


computer. He keeps out of mischief by 
enjoying his favorite games: KARATE & 
FROG. 


Nine year old TERRANCE REILLY of 
Berkley Heights kept in close proximity 
with his proud father Tim. Terrance 
amuses himself at home on an ATARI 
800XL with Micro League Baseball and 
Math Facts. 


JAMES CARABALLO aged 12 of Newark 
came with Uncle FRANK CIRIULLI. Young 





James also has an ATARI 800X1. A home 
disk library includes: Pinball, Surf's 
Up, Ninja, and Spy Hunter. His main 
educational program is Fraction Fever. 


Unperturbed by flea market, 
Secretary/Membership Chairman Michael 


Hochman collected dues and prepared our > 


our 
catastrophic. 
and squinted our eyes for the demos. 


newsletter for distribution and 
mailing. Assisting him with labeling 
was BRUCE BABIEN from Bayonne and 
Editor Dave Arlington. THANK YOU 
BRUCE! 


Our May meeting was honored by 
former JACG President, Mr. JOSEPH (Joe) 
KENNEDY who flew in from Marl, Germany 
(between Duesseldorf & Muenster). He 
flew back to Germany after the meeting. 
Joe returns in mid June permanently to 
his Clark, N.J.. home and plans to 
attend our meetings regularly. Also in 
the audience was Mr. ROB FORD of 
Middlesex who is famed as Sysop for 
Z-NET BBS (201-968-8248). 


After the Flea Market, members 
meandered into the auditorium for our 
Question & Answer session. It began on 
a low key. Missing on stage was the 
usual large AT&T video screen which 
normally depicts outstanding ATARI 
graphics. That screen is also used for 
- demos. Its absence was not 
We simply used a monitor 


Security officers who open the 
building for our meetings did not have 
a key for the room where the large 
portable screen is stored. A call to 
commanding officer of security proved 
fruitless. The AT&T executive who 
could authorize and locate the key was 
unavailable. President David Noyes 
said he would follow up before next 


meeting. 


On top of this was the absence of 


our regular Question and Answer leader. 





Nevertheless, "There is a man for every 
season" and we have them in JACG. 
Editor David Arlington stepped forward. 
Among the questions asked was "What is 
a VIRUS? What causes it?, and Can it 
be cured?" 





ANSWERS : A VIRUS causes one's 
program to display or print nonsense, 
wipe out a program, lock up the key 
board, or print a message. A VIRUS is 
deliberately written by a devious 
minded programmer. The infection, on 
disk, hard drive, or in a program, 
selfloads during bootup into a part of 
RAM and lays there dormantly awaiting 
some key or clue phrase in any program. 
Upon being awakened, it does it's nasty 
or frolicksome thing. Since a VIRUS is 
part of RAM, it is SAVEd with resident 


program, as well as onto back-up and 
duplicate disks. As those disks are 
shared and distributed, the VIRUS 
spreads. Some VIRUS clandestinely hide 


in RAM after a completed program is 
SAVEd. It awaits to infect the next 
program from another disk loaded into 
the computer. However, there is a 


cure. ATARI minds always find a way! 
VIRUS can be prevented from 
infecting ensuing disks. Upon 


completing and saving a program, turn 
computer § OFF/ON before booting up 
another disk. Also, for suspect disks, 
there are Public Domain, Shareware and 
Commercial VIRUS killer programs 
available. There was an article about 
VIRUS in an issue of START magazine. 


Other questions were asked 
regarding LASER Printers; a program 
donated by one member living in Canada; 
PC Ditto II; a music application for 
the ST, etc. 


Because of my hearing problem I 
was umable to discern and record all 
questions/answers. I hope our Q/A 
monitor will hereafter iterate 
questions and answers. It would be 
great if some member wrote a monthly 
column about the Q/A session. 


For Report of Officers, President 
David Noyes gave a brief financial 
report in the absence of our Treasurer. 
David also related a short up-date of 
EXPLORER magazine status with ATARI 
corporation which is a political, not 
financial situation. 

Our BBS files are being edited and 





abridged. 


8-Bit V.P. Neil Van Oost mentioned 
his visit to Trenton Computer Fair (see 
his article in May newsletter). Neil 
described the 98-bit Disk of the 
Month--JACG #207D GRAPHICS SKETCH PAD 
AIDS. See demos below. 


16-Bit V.P. John Dean emphasized 
payments by users of Shareware if we 
want to continue receiving quality 
Atari programs. He described several 
outstanding disks in the 16-bit library 
(see May issue), and informed us that 
CURRENT NOTES magazine will give a 
discount to subscribing JACG members. 
Mention JACG in your application and 
pay only $20 vs $24. John also told 
about an ad in ST WORLD for PORTFOLIO. 


Regular member DAVID GOLDMAN showed us 


the two full-page ATARI PORTFOLIO ad in 
NEW YORK TIMES. ATARI is advertising: 
Can you imagine how much it costs for a 
full page ad in the Times? WOW! 


For our June ATARI SAFARI, there 
will be a five-disk, ST demo of “TXT”. 
If you're reading this at our June 
meeting, you were able to see that 
program in action. V.P. Dean elicited 
a discussion about single and double 
sided ST disks for the 16-bit club 
library. These disks remain single 
sided. However, members desiring 
double sided disks will received them 
only on request. There is a charge. 


wants Public Domain 
and Shareware 
FINANCIAL/PAYROLL/BUSINESS programs for 
the Si dibrary: Bring them to July 
meeting or mail them to Mr. Dean. (His 
address is on back cover). 


Our ST V2. 


Editor David Arlington explained 
why May newsletter was shortened. 
Mumps and flu bedded him for several 
weeks. That put a dent in his job, 
school, work and editorship. Plus, 


/ Z-NET did not publish a May edition. 


[This did not compromise the quality of 
May newsletter--author's note]. Editor 
Arlington appreciated submissions on 
disk which enabled him to produce our 
May edition. 





Secretary /Membership Chairman 
Michael Hochman told us that efforts to 
increase membership were fruitful. 
Excess newsletters mailed to defaulted 
members resulted in many renewals. 
There were: ROBERT CUMMINS, ERIC 
PLENT, BARBARA SOKOL, STEW TANNAHILL, 
COLIN GRAHAM, JOHN GAGNE, A.S. 
ELWELL, and MICHAEL ARENDASKY. He 
also enrolled two new members at our 
May meeting: VINCENT AVERELLO III, and 
JON POLENZ. Our thanks to renewals who 
remain part of our JACG ATARI family. 
To new members, WELCOME TO OUR JACG 
FAMILY. We will share with you and 
hope you share with us. 


Because of a previous committment, 
8-Bit V.P Van Oost had to leave early. 
The 8-Bit DOM, JACG #207D, was demoed 
by President Noyes. The title screen 
is unique. (I've proudly shown it to 
friends and neighbors). The disk 
contains 10 files on each side. You 
could have bought it at May meeting for 
$2. Now it will. cost. you. three. 


Sec/Membership Chairman Michael 
Hochman started the 16-bit demos with 
HARD DRIVE TURBO KIT by Michtron. Mike 
showed us one file "TUNE UP" - A hard 
drive optimizer. It is speedy and 
maximizes your hard drive. He found it 
to be faster and more efficient than an 
IBM version on his job. (Perhaps his 
employer should consider an ATARI 
computer). 


Versatile ERIC JACOVES next gave 
us a thorough, detailed explanation and 
graphic display of CYBER PAINT. This 
was an experience, an education into 
the time, planning and patience 
_ required for manufacturing 

work-of-the-art graphics ATARI 
computers can produce. Git omy 
Michaelangelo had this program and an 
_ ATARI--WOW: Even God might have been 
amazed). | 


Past President Joseph (Joe) 
Kennedy was invited to say a few words. 
It was nice to hear him compliment our 
officers and membership for maintaining 
unity and perseverance as a JACG ATARI 


for each 
multi-player game. 


determined 


Maybe 


Os 
or. printing 


family. To emphasize this he told 
about an ATARI group in Holland with 
5,300 members. Its president decided 
to share gavel and experience with 
someone else. Not one of those 5,299 
members was Willing to take the helm. 


The -group, according. to its by-laws, 
disbanded. | Those Hollanders 
disappointed me. Apparently all 


members are not capable of forefronting 
such a large group. I hope they have 
individuals who will form 
splinter groups--chairing small clubs 
with which they feel comfortable. 
Mr. Kennedy will share this 
suggestion with those Dutch members. 
No ATARI user should ever be abandoned! 
They are part of us--part of our ATARI 


family: 


Members who did not attend or had 
to leave early missed out on door 
prizes. There were ten pieces of 8-bit 


software. Also five packets of 
magazines and literature for both 8 and 
16 bit computers. (If you have 
something you cannot sell, swap or do 
not want, donate it as a door prize). 


A former member, MIKE (would not 
give his family name), attended our 
meeting and invited “serious, mature, 
ATARI users only" to his BES--DEATH 
STAR (201-273-7592) SUMMIT, N.J. It is 
open 24 hours, 7 days a week--UP/DOWN 
loads--for 1200/2400 baud modems. 
Introducing yourself as a JACG member 
accelerates validation. Death Star has 
nine sections of on-line games--three 
section featuring EMPIRE a 


Hope you enjoyed this article. If 
send a "Thank You" to our Editor 
it. See you at our July 


8: BIT FEATURE 


TURBO BASIC TIPS FOR 
BEGINNING PROGRAMMERS 
by Dave Arlington, JACG 
it has 


OK, been three months in 


coming, but -here-is.tinally thesarticle 


-\O-— 








I promised on some Turbo Basic tips. If 
you have them handy somewhere, you 
might want to get out the last two JACG 
newsletters, April and May. 


If you remember, Paul Caldwell, a 
JACG member, sent in a simple checkbook 
balancing program that appeared in our 
April issue. It is reprinted here with 
the Turbo Basic version 
comparison's sake. Paul asked if there 
was away to improve his input routine 
to accept RETURN instead of zero to 
signify’ the end of input values. Since 
at the same time, I was recieving many 
requests from other users for more 
Turbo Basic tutorials, 
him one better and (with his 
permission) revamp his entire program 
with Turbo Basic so 
teaching tool. Ironically, the one 
question he asked, I did not end up 
dealing with for reasons I'll point out 
later. 


I want to take this time to 
emphasize that my goal was not to write 


the be-all, end-all Atari 8-bit 
checkbook program. MicroCheck from 
ANALOG is the one to get if that is 


what you are looking for. Nor was it to 
point out to Paul what a bad programmer 
he is. Most of the things he did or 
problems he encountered are very 
typical of those faced by beginning to 


for: 


I decided to do 


it be used as a 


intermediate programmers. The revamped — 


version of his program does exactly the 
same thing it did before in almost 
exactly the same way. Hopefully, the 
only difference is that it is nowa 
little easier to read and a little more 
efficient and error-proof. Also 
hopefully, beginning programmers will 
be able to pick up some useful hints in 
this article. 


First -off, -let's-:look at Paul's 
original program and point out a few 


things... First, Pauloelears the screen 
in Line 5 and sets an input Trap in 
Line 7. (We'll come back to that ina 
moment. Then he prints some explanatory 


comments to the user in Lines 20-42. 


At Line 50, we have our first 
problem. CHKTOTAL is assigned the value 


-|\- 


of the variable CHECK. However, what is 


the value of the variable CHECK? It has 


not been assigned yet, so we don't know 
what it's value is. Paul is betting on. 
the fact that its value is zero. Why? 
Well, when we first turn on the 
computer, ail: the... ftre@.. .BAM ...18 
initialized to contains zeros in most — 
of its memory locations. BASIC keeps 
variable values at the end of your 
BASIC program where at boot-up there 
are lots of zeros. As you add lines to 
your program, the variable values keep 
moving up in memory, still staying in 
zero territory. 


If you only add lines, you're 
probably going to be OK. But don't bet 
on it! What happens if you start 
editing your program, adding lines, 
deleting lines, etc. Well, the variable 
values locations bounce up and down 
with the end of your program and where 
she stops, nobody knows. If the values 
locations end up in some memory your 
program used to occupy, the variable 
CHECK could have any value! You sure 
won't know what it is! The moral of 


this story? NEVER use uninitialized 
variables..in. your... program... Line ~ 50 
should have been: 
50 CHKTOTAL=0 
or 
50 CHECK=0: CHKTOTAL=CHECK 

Lines 60-150 is Pavi's input 
routine for outstanding amounts. He 


uses very well two nested FOR-NEXT 
loops to both keep track of where to 
put the input question mark and to make 
sure no more than 50 values are input. 
[FOR I=1 TO 5 (5S) times FOR K=9 TO 18 
(10 times) = 50 inputs maximum]. At 
line 110 he checks that if at any time, 
the user enters a zero for an input 
amount, he jumps out of the FOR-NEXT 
Loops. to Line 300. 


Let's stop and talk about the TRAP 
Paul set .on.tLine 7. If,.at any time 
during his. input loops, the user .enters 


something other than a number, the TRAP 
catches it and sends us to Line 740. 





There it prints an error message and 
sends us back to try again. The trouble 
happens if we goof it up more than once 
during the same input routine. The 
second time, an ATARI BASIC error 
message is printed and the program 
stops. The moral here? Unless your TRAP 
routine kicks you out of the program, 
don't forget to reset your TRAPS in 
your TRAP routine. For example, Lines 
750 and 780 should be: 


750 ? "Try again.":TRAP 740:GOTO 100 
and 

780 ? "Try again.":TRAP 770:GOTO 440 
300-310 out the 


Lines print 


outstanding total. At Lines 310-320 is 


another thing I question. What Paul 
wants to dois have his program pause 
long enough for the user to read the 
amount on the screen and be able to 
start it again when they want. However, 
stopping your program with the STOP 
statement is very dangerous. The user 
could do almost anything to goof up the 
program at this point. A better way is 
to use the following routine: (These 


lines replace the ones in Paul's 
original progam. ) 
310 2 “S*SCRKTOTAL:? “Hit any ey to 


continue...” 


315 OPEN #1,4,0,"K:" 
320 GET #1, KEY 
325 CLOSE #1 


This waits for a keypress from the 
user and then continues without having 
to stop your program. Everything from 
Lines 340-620 is basically a duplicate 
of Lines 40-330 with the same comments 
applying. Notice again, using “3s 
uninitialized variable in Line 350. 
Look out for these guys! Lines 630-710 
are pretty much self-explanatory and 
Lines 740-780 are Paul's TRAP routines. 


Now let's look at the Turbo-ized 
version’ (Listing Two). Notice right 
away <how* Turbo Basic’s “special == 


remark statement (Lines 7, 9, and 67, 
for example) and its indented listing 
feature make this program a lot easier 





character 


program, I 


is. one, 
CHKTOTAL variable. If 
. zero, 


to. read. “At: Line 10, we use. Turbo 
Basic's ©CLS command to clear the 
screen, replacing the vague Atari Basic 
PRINT CHRS$(125) way of doing it. 


At Line 20, we set our input TRAP 
routine. Notice that Turbo Basic lets 
us use an explanatory labei for our 
routines instead of making us use Line 
numbers. That way, if you have some 
general purpose routine, you don't have 
to worry about what line number it 
starts on if you renumber your program 
or move your routine. Notice also how 
TS lets © you ~ use .-the underscore 
in labels and variables, 
making them very easy to read. 


Line 30 makes sure I won't have 
any uninitialized variables! Lines 
40-60 prints the title of the program. 


When I originally looked at Paul's 
noticed the input routines 
for both outstanding amounts and 
deposits were almost exactly the same 
except one added to the variable 
CHKTOTAL and the other added to the 
variable DEPTOTAL. Why not make one 


routine (In TB, a PROCedure) that can 
be used twice? We'll just use a 
variable (commonly called a flag 


variable) to signal the input routine 
which ‘variable to add to. Seu... at 
Line 100 we set the varaible OUT equal 
to 4. (This is the flag. If ats waiue 
the flag is up and we use the 
its value is 
the flag is down and we use the 


 DEPTOTAL variable. ) 


the 


of outstanding 


continue, I 
operation a procedure. Basically, I'ma 


Lines = 210-150. call theeiiapue 
routine with the flag up, clears the 
screen when done and prints the amount 
checks. At Line 160, I 
decided that since Paul's program twice 
prompts the user to press a key to 
would also make this 


lazy person who doesn't like to type 
same identical routines over and 
over. Anything used more than once ina 


_ program gets put into its own routine. 


=| 2. 


Lines 200-290 are the same as 


Lines 70-160 except we set the flag 





variable OUT to be zero to signal the 
flag is down and we want to use the 
DEPTOTAL variable. As in Paul's 
original program, Lines 300-350 should 
be self-explanatory. 


Lines 500-560 is the KEY PRESS 
PROCedure. You've seen the example of 
this earlier in the article. Lines 
600-650 is the. input error TRAP 
routine. Notice how I make sure to 
reset the TRAP on Line 630. It does 
need two things explained. First off, 
it is a line label and not a procedure 
like the KEY PRESS and INPUT PROC 
routines becuase TB does not allow 
TRAPS to be set to procedures. 


The other . thing that. needs 
explaining in the TRAP routine is Line 


640. At first glance, ERL looks like an 


unitialized variable. However, a peek 
at last month's Turbo Basic command 
list reveals it is a special variable 
used only in TB that holds the line 
number of your program where the last 
error occurred. So, if the user makes a 
mistake when doing the input statement 
on Line 780, ERL will have the value 
780. ERL-10 gives us Line 770 which 
repositions the cursor where it was and 
reprompts the user to enter the right 
amount. One thing to be careful when 
doing tricks. like This is to be sure 
the Line number you GOTO exists. Since 
I always number my programs by 10 
(super easy with TB's RENUM command!!), 
I know ERL-10 will be there. But be 
careful! | 


For the INPUT PROC routine, I used 
a REPEAT-UNTIL loop instead of Paul's 
FOR-NEXT loops for two reasons. First, 
to demonstrate how it is used, and 
secondly, because I think it is easier 
to read. Essentially, the loop REPEATS 
getting CHECK amounts UNTIL the user 
inputs a zero (UNTIL CHECK=0). Lines 
730-740 makes sure that if the row is 
greater than 22 and the column is 
already 26, then we have all the avlues 
we want, and we EXIT without doing the 
next INPUT statement. 


Line 780 shows how the TB INPUT 
command allows you to put text in the 


~15> 


screen in the same input statement. By 
the way if you use a semi-colon after 
the text, the usual input question mark 
prompt will be printed. If you use a 
colon, like 1 did; -tt/#E4) fot orint 
it. For example: 


770 INPUT "Amount" ;CHECK — prints 
Amount? 

where 

770 INPUT “Amount", CHECK prints 


Amount (no question mark!) 

Lines 790-830 use TB's great IF - 
ELSE - ENDIF statements to check our 
flag variable to see whether we should 
add to CHKTOTAL or DEPTOTAL. | 


Well, I hope something was learned 
from this breif excursion into Turbo 
Basic land. If you would like more 
Turbo Basic articles or articles on 
other languages like Action!, LOGO, 
MAC/65., PASCAL, or C-on-the -8bit,. let 
me know. 
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LISTING ONE 


§ PRINT CHRS(125) 
7 TRAP 740 

10 POSITION 3,2 — 
20° PRINT en 
PROGRAN ***" 
leo 
40 PRINT 
You are” 
41 PRINT 
entries." 
42 PRINT "When finished, enter 0.":? 
50 CHKTOTAL=CHECK 

60 COL=0 

70 FOR. I=1 TO 5 

80 FOR K=9 TO 18 

90 POSITION COL,K 

100 INPUT CHECK 

110 IF CHECK=0 THEN 300 

120 CHKTOTAL=CHECK+CHKTOTAL 
130 NEXT .K 

140 COL=COL+8 

¥5O “NEXT <1 

S00: POSITION .2,23:PRi7 


CHECKBOOK BALANCING 


"Enter Outstanding Amounts. 


“allowed a maximum of 50 


"Outstanding 











tte 


"S$" -CHKTOTAL, "Type CONT To 


Amount Is... 
310 PRINT 
Continue" 
320 STOP 
330 PRINT CHRS( 125) 

340 PRINT "Enter Deposit Amounts. You 
are S| 

341 PRINT 
entries." 
342 PRINT “When finished, enter 0.":? 
350 DEPOTOTAL=DEPO 

360 COL=0 

370 TRAP 770 

400 FOR [=1 TO 5 

410 FOR K=5 TO 9 

420 POSITION COL,K 

440 INPUT DEPO 

450 IF DEPO=0 THEN 600 

— 460 DEPOTOTAL=DEPO+DEPOTOTAL 

470 NEXT K 

480 COL=COL+8 

490 NEXT I 

600 POSITION 2,23:PRINT "Total Deposits 


"allowed a maximum of 25 


Ayes. 332 

610 PRINT "$";DEPOTOTAL, "Type CONT To 
Continue" 

620 STOP 

630 PRINT CHRS(125) 


640 
630 
660 
670 
680 
—- 690 


PRINT "Enter Starting Balance" 
INPUT STBAL 
CURBAL=STBAL+DEPOTOTAL-CHKTOTAL 
PRINT CHRS(125) 

PRINT "Current Balance Is...$" 
POSITION 24,1 

700 PRINT CURBAL 

710 END 

740 POSITION 2;23°:PRINT 
Non-Numeric Entry." 

750 PRINT "Try Again.":GOTO 100 

770: POSTTION ...2,, 23: PRINT "You, Bade -A 
Non-Numeric Entry." 

780 PRINT "Try Again.":GOTO 440 


"You Made A 


Een SEED CED GREED GD Gam aE HEED Ghee GAY GERID GED WEN «ame usb 


LISTING TWO 
i sais sai oho a cls Si ii ei ii itn ke: ag il s'il esp stn SS WS si ts pli ish 
8 REM Initialize and Title 
9 cm i li: in gti i: aie ns st ith hin sas bbe en, lt TSG As its imei 
16 -CLS 


20 TRAP #ERROR ROUTINE 

30 CHKTOTAL=0 : DEPTOTAL=0 

40 POKE 82,0:POSITION 3,2 

50 ? "*** Checkbook Balancing Program 


wae wk Hh 
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69 


SEED COMED CORED GUND COND CEED CURD GED WEED COEED CUR GENS GUID CURED GREW GMD GUNES GONE GRIND CGH WME) CRED ERD GRAD WED Wane GomeD Gel GED cD 


68 REM Get the Outstanding checks 


SRD CRED GS GED GED GER GND GORY GND GERD GED GUSH Caw COND CERN GEN amu GERD quan GERD cia GEIS GD CunlD WED GED Goa Comey BED Gay 


70 ? “Enter Outstanding Amounts." 


80 ? "You are allowed a maximum of 45 
checks..." : 

90 ? “When you are finished, enter 
2 ae 

100 OUT=1 


110 EXEC INPUT PROC 

120 CLS 

130 ? “Outstanding Amount Is...") 
140.7. "S$"; CHRTIOTAL 

LGR? nace 

160 EXEC KEY _PRESS 

197 
198 REM Get Deposit Amounts 
199 
200 ? "Enter Deposit Amounts." 


CRED CLES COED CORN CONES GEERT CANNED SOURED KREND qnAAES RES RENE ESEED GED GIEUND MINED CRMLD COED COND SERN CURED CEN) ip AORN SEES CED ER aE <D Co 


RGD ORES CISD CRED ETD GND CER CORNY LIED ATED CERES NEO MCR ENED OER GOED KEneeP EGR CREED COMED GD CED CUED WED I GD GE uD co ee 


210 ? "You are allowed a max. of 45 
deposits." 
220 ? “When you are finished, enter 
Oi oe x i 
230 OUT=0 
240 EXEC INPUT PROC 
290 CLS 
260.2 ."Total.Deposits Are..." 3 
2/0.2 "$";DEPTOTAL 
aalet ie 
290 EXEC KEY PRESS 
297. arr ee 
293 REN Get ce Balance and End 
ee ale eee era ee Uae 6 clam og ee 
300 CLS 
310 INPUT "Enter starting balance--> 
", STBAL 
320 CURBAL=STBAL+DEPTOTAL-CHKTOTAL 
330 2 *? 
340 ? “Current Balance is ...$";CURBAL 
350 END 
G9) ee ete 
498 REM eeeaeess cotetes 
BOD. spree eee rere ee eens neee meminnnene ss 


500 PROC KEY PRESS 


510 ? "Hit any key to continue..." 
920. .QPEN 41,4,0; KR: 
ge: + GET #1; KRY 
540 CLOSE #1 
550 TRAP #ERRCR ROUTINE 
560 ENDPROC 
897. <seerr ste en- 
598 REM Error Routine 
SD eee ieee Se eet ener ee re ee 


600 # ERROR ROUTINE 
610 POSITION 2,23 








620 : "Non-Numeric Entry. Try 
Again. ..°3 

630 TRAP #ERROR ROUTINE 

640 GOTO ERL-10 

650 END 

G7 nett mince nme enn trace i 

698 REM Input Routine 

699 qa nn nen 


700 PROC INPUT PROC 


710 COL=0:ROW=8 
720 REPEAT 
730 IF ROW>22 
740 - IF COL=26 THEN EXIT 
750 ROW=8 : COL=COL+13 
760 ENDIF 
770 POSITION COL, ROW 
780 INPUT “Amount>", CHECK 
790 IF OUT=1 | 
800 CHKTOTAL=CHECK+CHKTOTAL 
810 ELSE 
820 DEPTOTAL=DEPTOTAL+CHECK 
830 ENDIF 
840 ROW=ROWt1 
850 UNTIL CHECK=0 
860 ENDPROC 
A COMMENTARY 


by Sam Cory, JACG 8-Bit Librarian 
A PERSONAL OPINION BY SAM CORY 


: Notice my new address on the back 
of the Newsletter. Person who sends 
Newsletters, PLEASE DO. This is the 
most common fault between us humans. We 
do not understand how to communicate. 


Today I played back my telephone 
answering device and heard the 
wonderful message from a 520ST owner of 
his interest in our club. I waited for 
an address which never came but there 
was a telephone number. The man Joe 
McMann (spelling?) 
about everything else but he slurred 
through the number so much I could not 


understand it after hearing it 10 
times.’ ‘I got 352 nicely. Then 76 ok. 
Next sounded like 49 then 165. The 65 


was clear. Does this mean area code 352 
(not listed in my phone book) or an 
Elizabeth, NJ call?? 


I would like to help the man or 
anyone else but a little consideration 


Was very distinct. 


“(Ss 


for your officers is needed. We serve 
without pay and I know in most cases 
put at least 4 hours a week every week — 
on club business. We even pay from our 
own pockets many phone calls and 
postage. Try to help us by taking the 
monetary load into your hands. Of 
course, if you want we can bill the 
club. 


The biggest part of this is the 
lack of help for and interest in the 
club. Just a few months ago the largest 
ATARI club in the world >5000 members 
and located in the Netherlands went 
belly up. Why?? because of lack of 
member support. Two men were carrying 
the. clubs. One quit. .and. the. other 
dissolved the club because no one would 
help. All assets were sold. This could 
happen quickly to us. JOE KENNEDY HAS © 
ALL THE INFORMATION. Neil Van Oost, Jr 
is doing all the 8-bit demos and 
write-ups in the Newsletter. He will 
not take another office and I do not 
blame him. Dave Arlington has had to 
fill out the pages in the Newsletter. 
How much longer can he carry the load? 
Il 2e@onid= go .onm for: the rest.of.the 
boardsco ATARIs: te dying .in:-our club 
mainly due to member apathy. The latest 
shaft was the board members denying 
they had any responsibility towards 


shareware. The only decent 8-bit 
programs we are now getting is from 
shareware. If the club and members do 


not support shareware how long do you 
expect the shareware programmer to want 
to exist. We are a bunch cf crooks who 
are stealing our future. 


June is our ATARI SAFARI. I hope 
we have enough contributors to this 
valuable yearly event. I would not bet 
om a. good. showing this .year. Blame 
yourselves. Bet the usual contributors 
Will be there. 


I appologize for not making these 
statements at a meeting and spreading 
the dirty .linen---a11-. over ...the 
Newsletter. The move and family 
considerations make it impossible for 
me to contribute to the meetings for 
some time. I miss the people and what 
can be learned. I will continue my job 


as long as any president wants me to. I 
will be a member until either the club 
or this 72 year old man folds. I do not 
have hope any of this will shame 
anyone. You have not shown that kind of 
rsponsibility. 


- This months' disk of the month is 
another shareware set. The shareware 
distribution of Daisy Dot 3. Neal ( 
notice that name again) has gone over a 
large amount of fonts which you will 
find on the disks. Each disk will cost 
$3. One dollar to go as a shareware 
donation. Don't forget to send your 
share of $10. See Neils writeups and 
the address in the disks. To get the 
real DD3 is going to cost you more 
money. I am writing this without Neils 
disks. We oly talked over the phone. 
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EDITOR'S NOTES: 


I would like to take this moment 
to comment on some of Sam's comments. I 
said when I took the position that I 
can be outspoken sometimes and I guess 
this counts as one of those times. 
Mainly becuase many of Sam's comments 
echo my own feelings. 
; On the newsletter: This month I 
only recieved FOUR articles from a 
membership of over 120! Now, it so 
happens there is a certain overhead in 
producing the newsletter. Things that 
take the same amount of time whether I 
recieve 2 articles or twenty. I would 
say at least two days time in overhead, 
including hand delivering the 
newsletter to the printer. This does 
not count time if I have to retype any 
articles or time spent writing articles 
to £ill pages. Now, the months I get 
twenty articles, I don't mind. But 
months like this month, when I only get 


four, I ask myself, is this. worth 2 
days out of my life each month? So if 
in the - future, the newsletter «goes 


bi-monthly or disappears, don't put the 
blame- on’ me’~ No “articles No 
newsletter, a very simple equation. 


On the club donating a share of 
proceeds of each disk sale to shareware 


translator? 
Bec 
who besides Dave Noyes has enough room 
or electrical 
Machines 


‘with the 


authors: I am in favor of this as Sam 
is, and voted so at the Executive Board 
meeting. However, in this democratic 
society, I was outvoted. Those opposed 
did have some valid reasonings. Perhaps 
in a future newsletter I can wrangle 
the reasons why out of one of those who 
voted Nay. J... don't... recall... them 
off-hand. 


On. Neil being the: only person 
doing 8-bit demos at the meetings: 
Usually every month I bring an 8-bit 
piece of software in case we are short 
of demos. I realize in these cases, 
that I am there as a back-up and if not 
needed, then that's fine. HOWEVER, at 
least four times, including last month, 


I have been specifically told that I 


was going to be doing a demo only to 
get Blown: off. (In other words, 
cancelled, rescheduled, ignored). 
Usually with no word of explanation or 
apology. Given that kind of track 
record, it's hard for me to,-express 
much sympathy when officers tell the 
club that no-one is willing to do 8-bit 
demos. 
Continues From Cover 

Imagine having the best of both 
worlds! Using my old familar software 
increased storage capacities 
and speed of an ST, plus all the new 
software that would have been available 
to me. And I'm sure every ST owner, at 
LEAST once, must have said, “I wish 
they made an ST version of that 8-bit 


program. " 


Of course, Atari's stock answer to 
all this speculation of what could've 
been has always been, "You want a 
We have one for $100.00, 
called an Atari XE." Of course, 


outlets to have both 
hooked up? Not to mention the 
seperate disk drives and montitors. 


SO while 8-bit software goes the 
way of the dodo bird and ST software 
shrivels as well, each lacking a large, 
loyal potential customer base that 
could've been, I'll sit here and enjoy 
both. the. 8 and. 16° Dit worlds with a 
machine from a company that has the 


foresight that Atari seems to lack. 


-\lo- 
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THE STATE OF ATARI 





Tuesday, May 15, Sam Tramiel presided over the 
4th annual Atari Corporation shareholders meeting in 
Sunnyvale, California. The two orders of business were 
to elect the directors for the following year and to ratify 
the appointment of auditors. Both items passed as 
expected, with no changes to the re-elected board. 

Information provided to shareholders included 
=e and control statistics. Jack Tramiel now 
owns 3.8% of Atari. stock, while Warner 
Communications holds 24.6%. The 16-member group 
including all directors and executives of Atari Corp hold 
an e of 51% of all stock. There are almost 58 
million shares of Atari stock outstanding. 

Atari reported net income of $1.5 million or $.03 
Es share on sales of $85.5 million for the quarter ended 

ar. 31, 1990. This compares with net income of $3.3 
million or $.06 per share on sales of $88.8 million for 
the first quarter ended Mar. 31, 1989. The results for the 
rter reflect continued revenue growth for the Atari 
ST and Atari PC compatible product line, and the new 
_ Lynx video game machine. The decline in revenue 
from last year is attributed by Atari to the impact of 
competition in the cee oe A traditional 2600 and 7800 
video game market in the United States. 


After the official meeting end 
Richard Miller and poy oe 
gave shareholders an overview of the 
new TT 030. Antonio Salerno 
discussed features and new 
applications for the Portfolio. Future 

ications for the Portfolio include 
software for construction cost 
estimation and tennis, golf, and 
bowling, handicapping and 
scorekeeping. 

A question and answer period 
followed, with questions ran 
from the commonly asked US. 
marketing concerns to topics as 





specific as the status of Atari Explorer magazine. Sam 
Tramiel responded to the Atari Explorer question by 
stating that the magazine had been brought ’in-house”, 
and that the new editor was Jim Fisher (see detailed 
EXPLORER story inside). 

On display at the meeting were the STe running a 
digitized stereo sound effect demo, the TT 030 
displaying a video quality ap beer demo, the Atari MS- 
DOS computer with a Portfolio Ram card drive 
attached, the Portfolio, and several Lynx’s encased in a 
new point of purchase display that allows consumers to 
play the up to four Lynx’s inside the plexiglass-like 
enclosure. New Lynx titles being displayed included 
Ms. Pacman, K and Slim . Sam Tramiel also 
announced that Atari hopes to ship approximate 
400,000 Lynx’s by year’s end, with ximately 30 — 
"hot” game titles available in time for Christmas. 

Meanwhile, stories circulating through the Atari 
dealer network perhaps reflect frustration more than 
fact. Currently, the rumor —_ pes by some 
dealers says that the Atari TT 68030 computer may 
never be offered through most current dealers. Those 
we talked to cited what they saw as a trend: Portfolio - 
direct sales through Atari; LYNX - upscale department 

stores; Stacy - unavailable, but sold 


only by music stores; Atari Advantage 
(forthcomi 520 bundle = 
downscale ent stores; STE - 


unavailable; 1040ST - obsoleted by 
the STE and out of stock anyway; 
MEGA 2 - bsoleted by > 
equi GA STE concept, but 
out of stock anyway; MEGA 4 - same 
as MEGA 2 at least currently 
available for Atari dealers. Dealers 
are w if they are being 
phased out of Atari’s future plans, 
while Atari officials deny such an 
intent. ¢ 
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SUPERCHARGER «=: 


THE FIRST EVER EXTERNAL PC BOARD FOR ATARI ST COMPUTERS A FULL MS-DOS PROC- 
ESSING SYSTEM THAT SIMPLY PLUGS INTO THE DMA PORT, WITH NO NEED TO OPEN YOUR 
COMPUTER. SUPERCHARGER IS PACKED WITH FEATURES AND CAN BE USED WITH ALL 
MACHINES FROM 520ST TO MEGA 4 AND EVEN THE STACY LAPTOP 





FEATURES: 

¢ *00% compatibie with MS-DOS programs (non protected) « Norton Factor 4.4 Supports all hard disks ¢ Supports serial 
and parallel oorts * Uses ‘hotkey’ to toggie between Atari and PC programs at the same time without having to repoot in DOS 
mode ¢ Turns tne Atar! mouse into a PC mouse ® Supports internal and external 3.5" and 5.25" floppy drives * Leaves the 
cartridge port free for use * Supports monocnrome and color Atari monitors (CGA color and Hercules emulation) * Supports 
some AT programs. such as "286 windows’ ® Simple to set up and easy to use - no soldering, no wiring, no cutting. * Does 
not interfere with other devices sucn as Spectre GCR, T-16 Board, Moniterm Monitor, etc.. 


INCLUDES: 

¢ imeg RAM, making it extremely fast * This unique ‘Dual Ram’ feature when in TOS allows SuperChargers 1meg of memory 
to be used as a ‘Ram Disk’ © Socketed for an 8087-2 math co-processor. Co-processors can be ordered separately, and can 
be installed prior to shipping. « NEC 8 mhz V30 processor * DMA cable with thru-port ® Built in bus which will be adapted 
in tne future to acceptaVGAcard ® Comprehensive hard disk utilities software @ An attractive color coordinated ABS plastic 
case * MS-DOS 4.01 « ‘Power Take Off" cabie is included « Easy to use operated manual ¢ Registration card for soft- 
ware updates and 90-day limited warranty. —- 


ET FOL eS 


ue, 
All this for the incredible price of just ~ «\_ 
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OMNISWITCH.  tatos 
Multi-Sync For Atari $89.95* 


NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME YOU CAN HOOK UP YOUR ATARI TO A MULTI-SYNC MONITOR WITH 
THE INCREDIBLE OMNISWITCH. 





FEATURES: 

¢ MULTI-SYNC MONITOR PORTS: Gives your Atari the ability to use a multi-sync monitor. Color or monochrome 
with the touch of a button. (low, medium and high resolutions) 

e COLOR AND MONOCHROME MONITOR PORTS: /f you do not have a multi-sync monitor, Omniswitch 
allows you to plug in color and monochrome monitors and switch between them. No more cable swapping! | 
¢ FLOPPY DRIVE PORTS: Enables you to use two external floppy drives instead of one! (uses 3.5" and/or 5.25") 

¢ AUDIO JACK to plug in to your amplifier. ¢ VIDEO JACK biack and white composite signal. | 


MULTI-SYNC MONITORS AVAILABLE - $449.00* 


TALON TECHNOLOGY |[o8e5" 3=619 792-6511 


243 N. HIGHWAY 101 ¢ STE. 11 ¢ SOLANA BEACH, CA. 92075 OR FAX US AT 61 9 792-9023 
* all prices subject to change + shipping/handling extra WE ACCEPT VISA/MASTERCARD 





= The Atari STE computer 
was approved by the FCC for 
US distnbution some weeks 
back, but may not see 
availability in the US for at 
least another month. The 
substantial internal shields 
required to pass FCC rules are 
said to have been causing 
production delays, adding to 
the frustration of the Atari 
product-starved US dealers 
who see the STE in full flower 
on all other shores. 


< The long discussed 
SOFTSOURCE program will 
debut shortly on the GENIE 
Telecom munication system. 
Atari Corp is running the 
international developer 
support resource, and 
announced that it would be on 
the Genie system. It is already 
open for developers, who are 
being heavily encouraged to 
post their product information 
as soon as possible. When 
complete, users will be able 
search the data for ’ 
information on commercial 
progress that fit their need. 
and budget, then the user will 
be able to download a working 
demo of that software. Later, 
the data and rams will be 
distributed on CD ROM disks 
for dealers and user groups to 
reference off-line. 


<? CEBIT ROUNDUP: This 
pars Spring CEBIT show in 
ee 2 est Germany, was 
again the largest computer 
show in the worid, featuring 
23 exhibition halls. Atari had 
prominent displays and press 
conferences, and announced a 
new, smaller screened version 
of the LYNX portable game, 
pany ae a new line Bs ight 
computers that m 
focivele ran, ST- Buccs 
compels s, and pro e 
68030 ae p= eo to 
appear this year are 
eo already in production). 
ATARI also showed off the 
memory expansions that 
upgrade the PORTFOLIO to 
640 KB, and ’One-Time- 
Programmable’-ROM cards 
that can only be written on 
once. Atari displayed 5 ROM 
based cards for the Portfolio, 
including extended DOS 
utilities; financial calculator, 
scientific calculator; and two 
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mes packages - Mindgames 
including backgammon 
draughts and reversi) an 
Portfolio chess. These cards 
will cost $48.00 and should be 
available soon. 


<= ATARI presented their own 
ATARI-NET that links STs, 
TTs and PCs together on an 
Ethernet standard, and the 
CD-ROM was shown again. 
The Bertelsmann ed 
has transferred the COBR 
retrieval software onto the ST: 
This is a sophisticated piece of 
software used for the PC-CD 
ROMs that are already 
available. 


<? PC emulators for the ST 
shown at CEBIT included 
Heim Verlag’s PC Speed V4.1. 
The STE version of PC Speed 
does not require any soldering. 
The first MS-DOS Emulator 
for the ST based on a 80286 
sor was presented by 

ortex, intended to be 
available this summer at a US 
price of around $300 (!). 


— WOA Vs.GLENDALE II: 
World of Atari show promoter 
and ST WORLD magazine 
publisher Richard Tsukiji 
announced in May that he 
plans to hold another WOA 
show in San California, 
in August 1990. Tsukin had 
been informed by Atari that 
he should not attempt to 
schedule any shows within 30 
days of another Atari show 
commitment, and that he 
ought to give a minimum of 
120 prior notice of his show 
dates. GLENDALE show 
Srpaeeet Pee 

arpinian is concerned, as his 
vere 1s mber 15 and 

. year, the user-group 

Glendale, California, show 
was canceled due to the same 
scenario, with Tsukiji 
scheduling a competing San 
Jose show only weeks away 
from the Glendale 
Developers had to make hard 
choices about which — 
California show to their 
time and effort, and both 
shows were ultimate fe 
canceled. This year, Tarpinian 
says he will not cancel 
Glendale, and adds that his 
show date has been known to 
Atari and Tsukipi since last 
Summer. Atari has 
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committed to supporting the 
Glendale show, and now must 
decide whether to support or 
even to allow the ne 
scheduled WOA, literally in 
their own Sunnyvale back 
yard. Atari is aware that to do 
sO may seriously damage both 
the Glendale effort and user 
group relapos in general. 
Sukiji, a private businessman 
promoting Atari shows for 
profit, has not yet held a WOA 
show without Atari supplying 
him many thousands o 
dollars of equipment for 
booths, advertising, and 
personnel. He has also 
announced plans for a Boston 
area show. For information on 
the Giendale show, call John at 
(818) 246-7286. 


<—? The PACE show near 
Pittsburgh, PA, held on April 
28 and 29, was a surprising 
and resounding Despite 
a fair sample of developers 
and dealers in the roundup, 


display advertising, only about 
45 ein turned out 
for the show. Worse yet, 
PIRACY was clearly and 
blatantly demonstrated. 
Several developers were told to 
their faces that "I don’t need 
to buy it here, I can get this 
Rieter ietuaity orougit task 
er actually t 
a purchase he made at the 
HTRON booth and asked 
for a refund, since he found 
out he get it on a BBS 
instead. Piracy and copying 
was freely discussed as though 
it were ble. 
Atari User Group r 
BOB BRODIE was at the show 
on Sunday, and was accosted 
by — who seemed 
not be to distinguish 
between Atari's messenger 
and Atari itself. Bob was 
uncharacteristically short with 
people there, largely due to the 
unconscionable display of 
disrespect to both Atari and to 
developers. What went 
wrong? Some observers 
blame a Pittsburgh user group 
alee ATARI E . whom 


commercial software. Elite 
members defend the library, 


Z*NET 











and say that it is both legal 
and that rentals cannot force 
anyone to make illegal 
copies. Elite officers say that 
the show was a PACE affair, 
and that PACE must bear the 
responsibility for the show 
that Elite had no part of. 
PACE and Elite have had a 
running battle for several 
years, and hard feelings there 
may have contributed to the 
low turnout. 


<? Dave Smail premiered his 
68030 r board and an 


r at the Apri 
Saneviend WOR” The 
68030 is still an 
experiment” which may or 
may not ever see commercial 
production. The first 
version, just up and running 
before the show, offers a 
four-fold speed increase over 
a standard ST/MEGA. The 
potential remains for tuning 
and redesigning the system 
to yield a theoretical tenfold 
available increase. The 
itself is expected to run at 
about 5 times the ST s 
on ST applications. The 
other surprise from 
GADG is a network 
adaptor that is almost 
for Paceune. Although the 
mg 

s lies e 
APPLETALK compatible 
card will attach internally to 
the MEGA buss and : - 
provide an extra pair of seri 
ports to 7 MEGA. Sac 
may be addressed as standard 
serial (allowing 
multiple modem sessions at 
once, for instance), and in 

E MACINTOSH 
mode, will allow alle 
access to MAC 
and networks. x ice was 
not announced. Later 
versions may include a unit 
compatible with ST and 
future STE 
computers. 

— What is sure to be one of 
the most desired [BM 
emulators available for the 
ST and MEGA TS, 
the SUPERCHARGER from 
TALON is now both better 
and more expensive. Early 
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reviews of the tiny externa! 
box that goes in the hard- 
drive chain off the back of © 
any ST revealed two major 
flaws: inability to operate in 
cooperation with ICD hard 
drives, and the failure of the 
software system to recognize 
the ”\” backslash character 
used in the USA flavors of 
DOS to control sub- 
directories. BOTH of these 
problems are fixed in the 
current SUPERCHARGER, 
which also now comes with 1 
MEG of RAM onboard, along 
with MS DOS 4.1 plus 
utilities. Better the m 

of RAM in the self powe 
unit is addressable as a 
RAMDIASK by the ST when in 
ST mode. However, the price 
reflects these improvements: 
now $450, up from $399. 
Talon Technology, 
619-792-651L 


<—? The Codeheads, John 
Eidsvoog and Charles 
Johnson, have opened a 
multiline BBS in Los — 
California. It is a gene 
access and wide interest 
system that will also serve as 
e main telecommunication 
itory of information and 
discussion of the many _ 
Codehead cts, including 
Maxifile, Multidesk, 
Codehead Utilities, 
MIDIMAX, and more. 
Charies’s line of shareware 
titles under the Little Green 
Footballs label will also be 


available. 
CODEHEADQUARTERS 
invites eae at 
213-461-2095, 24 hours a day. 
CODEHEADQUARTERS 
carries Z*Net Online 
Magazine each week. 


<P The first issue of ST- 
JOURNAL, the newest ST 
magazine, 1s in distribution 
now, but publisher Steve Lesh 
reports that most are selling 
out as soon as they reach the 
stands. So, Steve will mail an 
introductory ST-JOURNAL to 
anyone mentioning this offer 
for a the cover price of 
$4.50. You will be assu 
ye and certain home 

livery of the issue for 
exactly what Se would pay in 
a store. The first issue 
features 74 slick and two-color 


pages of news, reviews, 
opinion, and comparisons. 
See your dealer or send $4.50 
to: QUILL 
PUBLICATIONS/Z*NET 
OFFER, 113 West Col 

Street, Covina, CA 91723. 
Advertising and contributor 
information: (818) 332-0372. 


<> Although no formal 
announcements have yet been 
made by WordPerfect, it is 
being treated as common 
knowledge that the premier 
word processor will be 
upgraded ”on all platforms” to 
the 5-point-something level 
this summer. A major selling 
point of the Amiga and Atan 
versions of WP included the 
rtability of files between 

BM and other platforms, but 
with the IBM currently at 5.1 
ra bes Atari se yg at 

: at compati is gone 
or at least limited. Z Nes wil 
continue to follow the story. 


= A Portable Power Case 
that completely encloses the | 
Stacy Portable ST computer ts 
now available. It features 
compartments for books, 
diskettes, patter y charger and 
two battery packs. The hard- 
drive equi Stacy can run 
on this unit's battery power 
for 4 continuous hours, as 
compared to less than a half 
hour using the internal pack. 
The case was obvious 


ly 

desi in touch 
eek eS mackes beceae 
ihe case IS lenge nope to 

Fy a 
GCR AND. Su eS career 
installed! We oe 
Drive, Steviin VA. 22170, 
(703) 406-9139. 


<? Want a MEGA ke rd 
for your 520ST or 1040ST? 
SPROKITS offers 
MEGAMATER for on 

$19.95. This cable will let you 
plug a MEGA ke rd (you 


su it rately) into an 
ST Two models ave availale 
for older and newer design ST 
co rs. S also 
carries a full line of custom 
travel cases Se all oon A 
computers an erals. 
stylish balck nylon LYNX 
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91740, (818) 914-2400. 


<> Meanwhile, Diverse Data 
Products, Inc. is offering a 
remote keyboard interface for 
the ST called the KX. The 
KX hardware allows you to 
connect an IBM AT type 
ke rd to your Atari ST/ 
/MEGA computer - 
$74.95. Another product of 
Diverse is a memory upgrade 
board for the ST called a 
M rd II, compatible with 
all Atari ST itt Mega . 
computers. it into the 
Video Shifter et and 
includes four SIMMS sockets, 
allowing the a celled up 
to four s to 
installed - $159.95. Diverse 
Data Products, Inc., PO. Box 
695324, Miami, Florida 
33269, ($05)651-2595. 


4 ——_— one of the top 
publishing systems for the 
Atari ST, is about to get better 
PageStream 2.0 is to 


shipped cost 


PS 
future. SoftLogik’ Deron 
Kazmaier says that the new 
edition will be ”fully 
integrated with Agfa 
Compugraphics’ hinted outline 
fonts, as well Adobe Type 1 
IBM format”. PageStream 
will now use the outline font 
ae pace polite the screen 
an ter or top 

Salty Verein 2.0 will also 
eature advanced tagging, 
saved separately from the 
documents, plus “larger. 
dimensions 


be distributing the 
I Club series of clip ar 
and PostScript fonts for 


Atari and Amiga. SoftLogik 
11131 S. Towne Squa Suite E 
St. Louis, MO 63 3, (314) 
894-8 | 
_ For ~_ Sr outlay 
offers a fami multisyn 
color/monochrome monitors 
for the Atari ST line. 
SOFTSWITCH. 


is a proprietary resolution 
switching acheriie that allows 
the co-existence of both color 
and rome software. A 


remote electronic switch also 
toggles between resolutions 
enever you want. In ; 
demonstrations, REVOLVER 
(By INTERSECT) was 
shown running both 
monochrome and color 
partitions simultaneously, and 
switching between them did 
not dm og rebooting. 
Wuztek, 1130-E North 
Kraemer Blvd, 
92806, (714) 544-7888. 


<>? MEGAMAX (the folks 
who brought you LASER C) 
are trying a new market as 
they premier two new | 
consumer applications for the 
ST: SCRIPT and SKETCH. 
These are German imports, 
revised and enhanced for the 
US market. SCRIPT is a 
"high speed” word processor 
that lets you work on up to 
four documents at once, in a 
amar Nene environment. It 

es NOT use GDOS, and 
prints FAST. Script sports 
many features of 
be DFLAIR and WORD 

> integrating proprieta 
text imaging and re full 
resolution on 9 and 24 pin dot 
matrix printers as well as 
inkjet and lasers. The fonts 
are interchang with 
SIGNUM, with lots of new 
fonts becoming available 
soon at $25-$50 a family. 
Full ”what you see...” screen 
handling is fast and 
innovative. Pictures can be 
imported as well. Mono 
monitor and 1 MEG RAM is 


required for the 

retail of $79.95. SRETCH is 
the US version of STAD, a 
high resolution paint and 3D 
modeling art -iem 
listing at $99.95. It features 
most of the familiar drawin 
AND painting tools, plus 3 


wireframe, extrusion, and 
rotation in 


max, 1200 E. Collins 
#214, Richardson TX 75081, 
214-699-7400. 4 : 
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#244 - 
#374 - 


#388 - 
#393/394/773/774 - PrintMaster Grapnics 


#399 - 
#400/800 - Disk Labeling Programs 


#555 - 


#720 - 


#726 - 


#769 - 
#790 - 
#792 - 
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BRE Software 


Order Lines/Catalog Requests: (800) 347-6760 ' 
Order Line Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 AM-6:00 PM. Sat. 10:00 AM-5:00 PM Pacific Time | 
Customer Service/Order Status/Inquiries/Canada Orders: (209) 432-3072 


Public Domain Software 


| Over 900 Disks Available for the Atari ST 
Only $4.00 Each 


Utilities. Games. MIDI. Applications. Music | 
Graphics. Educational. Clip Ant and mucn more | 








FREE Disk & Catalog 


Five Chiiaren s Programs (Color) 
Strip Breakout (Color Only) 

Two Database Programs 
PrintMaster Cataloger 

Easy to use mailing list program 


Degas Elite Printer Orivers 


intersect RAM Baby 

(RAM Disk/ Print Soooier) 

DCOPY - ao everytning Utility Prg 
Boio Breakout Game 

trom Germany (Req. 1Meg RAM) 


#500/600 - Publisning Partner Fonts 


Dungeon Master Maps Levels 1-~ 
Oungeon Master Hints Character 
Monocnrome Emuiator V3.0 
PrintMaster Pius Graonics Borders 
Kid Shapes Ages 2-8 (Color Only) 
Kid Publisner Ages 4-12 (Color) 
The Assistant Chet 

Electronic Cookbook (Color Only) 
Children's Programs (Color Only) 
Cadenza Astroiocal V1.8 - Astrology 


#567/728/871- Desk Accessories 


Pac Man. Hangman (Color Only) 
Dungeon Master Utilities 
Pictionary Type Drawing Game 


#599/870 - PageStream Fonts 


Text Output Accelerator 
Benjamin s ABC's for Kids (DBL) 
Disk Cataloger/Labei Printer (OBL) 


#688/866 - HP Laseriet/Deskjet Utilities 


Turtle Hard Disk Backuo V3.0 


#696/802/892 - Hard Disk Utiiities 
#699 - 


Children s Programs. Kid Color. 

Kid Adder. Kid Story. Kid Sketcn 
Dungeon Master Maps Leveis 8- 14 
Orawing Programs 

Andromega. Art ST. Megabiit V2.8 
Four Lottery Programs 

Children s Programs: Numerical Go 
Around. The Woif and 7 Kids Adv 
MoTerm V14 - Shareware Terminal 
Calamus Demo (1 Meg/DBL) 
Copystar V10. Address Book Base 
Barnimais - Lister Guessing game 
tor ages 0-4 (Color Only) 
Megatooils V10 - Shareware Utilities 


#758/759 - Calamus Fonts 


NeoDesk icons 

Super Breakout (Mono Only) 
Pentimo Strategy Game (Mono) 
D&D Programs 


Receive a coupon good for a FREE Public Domain Disk with 
any purchase when you Call or Write for our FREE Catalog. 


#87 - Tutorial on GEM Desktop 
States - Educational Game 


#794. 
#798 - 
#799 - 
#801 - 
#804 - 
#807 - 
#810 - 
#812 - 
#814 - 
#815 - 
#816 - 
#818 - 
#819 - 
#821- 


#823 


Bloodwych Playabie Demo (Color) 
The Priot Fiignt Game (Color Only) 
PrintMaster Plus Utilities 

Mail Enveiooe Labeling Programs 
Screen Savers. Mouse Accelerator 
Quick ST V14. Turpo ST Demo 
Sheet V25- SW Soreadsneet 
Opus 2.2 Soreadsneet (1 Meg/DBL) 
2 NFL Prediction Anayisis Prgs 
Compact Oisk Database V1 1 (Color) 
2 Viaeo Tape Databases 

Populous/ Biooawycn Hints. Maos 
Star Trek written with STOS (Coior) 
Diamona Back) Gogo ST Demos 

- 6 Virus Detection Programs 


#824/825/880/881- ARC.LZH Utilities 


#826 
#828 
#829 
#832 


#835 - 


#861- 
#867 - 


#872 - 
#879 - 


#883 - 
#884 - 
#885 - 
#888 - 
#889 - 


#895 - 
#896 - 
#899 - 
#902 - 


#903 - 
#906 - 
#907 - 
#909 - 


#915 - 


#921- 
#923 - 
#924 - 
#929 - 


- IMG Utilities 

- ST Xtormer V2.55 - 8 Bit Emulator 
- Vanterm V3.8 - Shareware Terminal 
- Duolitwix Blitz w/Cable Instructions 
Adventure Game Toolkit (OBL) 
Shareware Adventure Game Creator 
tor Color and Monochrome 

Desk Manager V3.2. DC Showit V1.0 
OC Format V3.02. First Base V16 
Jonn Wayne & Batman Cyberpaint 
Animations (Color/ 1 Meg/OBL) 

ST Term V3.5 

Public Painter - Mono Paint Pro 

tor IMG. Degas. NEO file tormats 
Calamus Outiine Demo (Mono Oniy) 
GDOS Fonts (Monocnrome/9 Pin) 
GDOS Fonts (Monochrome/24 Pin) 
Atari ST Subjects (Book) Programs 
Super Boot V6.0 - All in one boot 
up program. Choose Auto prgs/Accs 
PageStream V18 Demo 

Chaos Strikes Back Maps 

Chaos Strikes Back Hints/Wailkthru 
Grand Prix (OBL/Color) 

Car Racing Game 

STOS Games (DBL/Color) 

Super Break Out V11A (Mono Oniy) 
Word Fiair Demo V1.01 (DBL) 

Pile Up V2.0 - Tetris Clone with 
added features (Color Only) 

Super Bowi 24 & Touchdown 
Animation (Color/1Meg/OBL) 

Four Drawing Programs 

Breach 2 Scenarios 

Debbie Gibson Spectrum Pictures 
ST Virus Killer V3.11 


#940/941 - Epson Emulator for SLM804 


s9da 
#999 


(2 Doubie Sided Disks) 


- Space Ace Demo (Color) 
- ST Writer V3.8 w/Speli V2.8 


Call for our FREE 48 Page Catalog! 


Introductory Offer - Above Disks Just 


$2.99 Each 





ST 


Music Studio Package 

Over 300 Songs on 7 Disks 

Also includes: 

- 4 piayer programs to play songs 
tnrougn your ST Monitor or a 
MIDI keyboard 

- Deluxe Piano - Turns your 

'$ keyboard into a Piano 






















$16.95 





Bible on Disk , 


King James version 
A Search program !s included 





fag, 


Single Sided Package 


(17 Disks) $34.95 
Double Sided Package 
(8 Disks) $24.95 ae 





Call or Write for our 


'FREE Catal 
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|Lowest Prices | 
Cail witn your best price on any Domestic or | 
European software titie for the ST. we will 
meet or deat it and give you a FREE Pubiic 

Domain Disk wnen you mention this ad. 


 — -— — — =< << a 


ST Software/Accessories. 


Software 
Blooawycn $29.95 
Blooawycn Data Disk $1795 


Bloodwych Hint Disk $1495 
Breach || $2495 
Calamus $159 95 
Caiamus Font Eartor $5995 
Caiamus Outiine $189 95 
Chrono Quest |i $29 95 
Clue $24.95 
CodeHead Utiities $19 95 
OC Desktop $22.95 
DC Utilities $15.95 
Degas Elite $37 95 
Diamond Back $22.95 | 
Double Dragon || $22:95 


Dragon s Lair $34.95 
Dungeon Master $24.95 

Editor $14.95 

Hint Book $8.95 

Hint Disk $13.95 
Dungeon Master |! 

Chaos Strikes Back $16.95 

CSB Hint Disk $1495 
FatBack CALL 
G+Plus $22 95 
Hero s Quest $36.95 
HotWire $25.95 
Hoyies 

Book of Games $24.95 
image Cat $19.95 
Leisure Suit Larry 3 $3495 
Maxitiie $22.95 
MidiMax $31.95 
Monopoly CALL 
MuitiOesk $19.95 
NeoDesk $26.95 


PageStream $99.95 
Font Disks $24.95 


Phasar 4.0 $57.95 
Popuious $28.95 

Promised Lands $15.95 
PrintMaster Pius $22.95 
Quick ST |! $13.95 
Risk $23.95 
Sherman M4 $24.95 
Sim City $29.95 
Their Finest Hour CALL 
Trump Castie $22.95 
Turbo ST $27.95 
Ultima V $35.95 


Univ. item Seiector Il] $13.95 


Wordflair $61.95 
Hardware 
Megatoucn Sorings $9.95 
Mouse Master $25.95 
Monitor Master $32.95 
Tweety Board $28.95 
Video Key $59.95 
Atari Mouse $39.95 
Best Mouse $39.95 
Cordiess Mouse $89.95 
Supra 2400 $114.95 
Supra 2400 Pius $179.95 
ST Modem Cabie $10.00 
Future GTS-#W0X $139.95 
Future GTS- 100 $159.95 
Spectre GCR $229.95 
Mac 128K ROMs $129.95 


Lynx 
w/ Calif oma Games 


$169.95 


Blue Lightning 
Chip's Challenge 
Electrocop 
Gates of Zendocon 
Gauntiet 3 $34.95 
Rampage $34.95 
Ask adout Used Cartndges 
for Lynx. Nintendo. 
Sega Genesis and 
NEC TurdoGrafx 16. 


$29.95 
$29.95 
$29.95 
$29.95 


Write to: BRE Software. Dept. UM. 352 W. Bedford Ave. Suite 104. Fresno. CA 93711 


No Creat Card Surcnarge. Visa/ MC, Discover $15.00 Min. COD Orders Weicome. Phone Orders $20.00 Min. Shipping: P.D. Disks $3.00 Ground. $5.00 2nd Day Aw. Canada $3.50 Air 
Mail: Sottware Ground $3.50 min.. 2nd Day Air $6.00 min.. Canada $6.00 min. HardwaresAccessones Ground $4.00 min. COO Aad $4.50 (48 States Only). Hawaw Alaska Puerto Rico 
Cait tor SH rates. Caltorma residents aod 6.75% sales tax. Please allow 2 weeks tor personal checks to clear. AMA # required for returns. piease call our Customer service number 
Sottware items repiaced with same ttle onty. Sore ot the above prices are specials and good for this month only. please refer to (nis ad wnen ordering. Please cali or see our current 
Catalog tor our requiar orices. Price and availability sudect [0 Change witnout notice. FAX orders recerve a $2.00 aiscount on Shipping cnarges. FAX (209) 432-2599 















| Atari ST 


Book 


of Tips. Instructions. Secrets and 
Hints for tne 520. 1040 and Mega 
ST begins wnere tne Atar: 
Owner $s Manual left off. providing 
step Dy step instructions that 
nelos ootn beginning anda 
experienced users to get tne most 
out ot tne ST s 


$16.95 








Twos, instructions, 

Secrets and Hunts 

far the 520, 1040 
and Mega STs 


by Aaiph C Turner 





Intermediate and Advanced 


Atari ST 
Subjects 


No Knowteoge of Programming 1s Required 


Topics covered inctude Hard Orives. Running 
1BM Sottware. Oisk Structure. File Recovery. 
Connecting a5 14" Oisk Onive. Assemoiying 
your own Hard Drive. Sector & File Eating, 
Binary’ Hex/Decimai Codes. ASCIi File 
Prooiems. Escape Codes ang mucn more: 


$16.95 


ST Xformer 
Cable 


Use with ST Xtormer The 800/XL/XE Emulator. Allows 
yOu to run 8 bit programs on your ST The cabie aliows 
yOu to load programs from 5 V4" disk or transter them to 3 
V2" disks. With the cable. you can aiso joad protected 
programs trom 5 V4" disks. Although the Xformer wii! not 
run ail 8 bit programs. 't runs quite a few and is very useful 
in transtering fies trom an 8 dit to your ST Please cail for 
more intormation concerning compatibility. 


219.95 


Recerve the jatest version of ST Xtormer FREE 
w/purcnase ot cabdie wnen vou mention this ad. 


Since Darek Mihocka nas reieased the ST Xformer into the 
Public Domain. he nas made the instruction manual 
available separately. We nave the ST Xtormer instruction 
manual for $9.95. We also nave 8 bit programs ready to 
use on 3 V2" disks. See our catalog tor more detaris 


Duplitwix. 
Blitz 


The Best and Fastest Disk Duplicator for the 
ST. Backs up a complete floppy disk faster 
than the ST can format a disk. More powertui 
than “software oniy” packages. Inciudes 
Blitz Software and Qual Drive Cabie. 


Requires 2 Disk Orives 


$34.95 


Specials 


GFA Books 
Reboot Camp $7.95 
Programmer's Reference Guide $14.95 


Games 
3D Pool - Arkanoid - Bubbie Bobbie - Pirates 
Pro Soccer - Red Storm Rising - U.M.S. 
Silent Service - Typhoon Thompson 
$9.95 Each 
Buy 3 Get a 4th FREE 
Good While Suppties Lost 


Intermediate 
and Advanced 


Atari ST 
Subjects 


Perales. 
° mace 
OS 
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THE ATARI EXPLORER STORY 





ATARI EXPLORER MAGAZINE is "the official Atari 
journal”, owned by Atari Corporation and going to about 
35,000 readers. On March 15, 1990, Atari fired the entire Ex- 
olorer staff at the Mendham, New Jersey office including Edi- 
tors Betsy Staples and David Ahl, technical editor John Jain- 
schigg, and assistant editor Barb Edwards. Rumors immedi- 
ately claimed that ”incendiary” commentary in the then-unre- 
leased SPRING issue were the cause of the firings. On March 
29, Atari issued a press statement that made no mention of fi- 
rings, announcing “plans to enhance the ATARI EXPLORER 
magazine” following "necessary actions taken to relocate the 
operation closer to headquarters in Sunnyvale, California.” 
Subsequent events have proven the rumors to be true. 

Payment delays forced the January/ Explorer to 
go out late. Editor Staples decided to explain their plans to re- 
organize the Explorer tion schedule to have a "Spring”, 
"Summer’ and ”Fall” issue, then to be back on the bi-monthly 
schedule by November/December. But Staples did not just ex- 
plain. In her editorial entitled "What Ever Happened to the 
March/April Issue?”, originally set into the "SPR ” issue of 
Explorer, she went on to add some searing criticism: "We are 
simply trying to minimize the damage done to our dealers and 
our advertisers by one penny pinching sycophant in Atari's ac- 
counting department.” “It is very embarrassing to have to of- 
fer an explanation of this sort - rather like having to tell your 
friends that you can’t go to the dance, not because you abso- 
lutely HAVE to wash your hair but because your mean old ogre 
of a father says you re too young.” 

Meanwhile, David Ahi was taking his shots at Atari in his 
NEWS AND VIEWS column: ”! was sick and tired of taking 
heat from a certain un-named member of the ruling cian at 
Atari Corp. --call him Mr. L-- who regularly rants and raves 
about things that appear in this column.” “After the Novem- 
ber/December 1989 issue came out, Mr L called and reamed 
me out for publishing remarks about the Portfolio from the 
very thorough test given it by Personal Computer World in 
England... _[ remarked that [ wouldn't have to ish test re- 
suits from other magazines if Atari would si lend the edi- 
tors of its own magazine -ie, us- a Portfolio on which we could 
run our own tests. ”” NOT A CHANCE’ said Mr. L, ’you pub- 
lished incorrect information which you didn’t check. with me. 
You probably won't the facts right even if you had your 
own machine, so you re not going to get one”. 

When Atari recieved their advance copies of Explorer, 
their reaction to these and other similar comments in the col- 
umns was instant and livid. All issues (minus a few leaks) were 
gathered and held out of distribution. Jim Fisher, Atari VP of 
Marketing and Advertising, called David Ahi and Betsy Staples 
and fired them both on the phone. 

Staples says that she was taken by surprise by the reac 
tion and firings. Although she understood that mast would not 
enjoy the negative exposure, she felt that the “readers had a 
right to know what h ed to their magazine”, that the mat- 
ter was “stupid, absurd, so dumb”, and that her article was ”to- 
tally truthful and not damaging to the company” in her opin- 
ion 


Ahl related that their relationship with Atari has always 
been "up and down”, and that they seldom knew who to report 
to. In less than two year’s time, Neil Harris, Sig Hartmann, 
Joe Mendolia, Augie Ligouri, Mike Morand, and in the end, 
Jim Fisher were among those to whom 
ported... ABLSSYE HLS was his oe in mind that 
is magazine was t ing to "represent Atari”, that it was 
important to remain honest to the readers. 

The financial and delay problems stemmed from the 
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by John Nagy 


ATARIAN project, a short-lived GAME specific magazine pro- 
duced by Ahi under the direction of Mike Katz, President of 
the Atari Entertainment Division. But Katz's ment, 
Ron Stringari, didn’t care for the concept and also did not ap 
prove paying for ATARIAN. The printer, art house, and pro- 
duction people were ail the same ones that did Explorer, and by 


the time the essential services were paid, EXPLORER was de- 


layed over a month. 

Since the firings, the Explorer issue was redone and fi- 
nally distributed by Atari, replacing the offending editorials 
with other material. The Contents page still bears the evi- 
dence, however, giving the name of the Staples editorial that no 
longer exists. 


Rumor had it that John Jainschigg was the leading candi- 
date for editor of Explorer, particularily after his editorial re- 
placed Staples’ in the revised issue. Atari rs to have ap- 


ed Larry Flynt Publications, former publishers of ANA- 
OG and ST-LOG, but Flynt turned the opportunity down. 
ST-WORLD magazine publisher and World of Atari show 
fis Bape Richard Tsukiji is also said to have bid for 
XPLORER. However, at the Atari sharehoider meeting on 
May 15, Jim Fisher was announced as the new Editor of 
Explorer 4 


Quick ST If #3: 


Quick ST II speeds up GEM! 
Quick ST version 2 is the easiest way to speed up your Atari ST. 
Quick ST makes GEM run faster, text print faster, windows update 
faster. Other programs run faster as a resuit. You spend less time 
watching the screen redraw and more time being productive. 
Works with all Atari ST, Mega ST, and Atari STe computers. 
Supports the Moniterm monitor. Even speeds up the biitter chip! 
Typical GEM functions become over 100% faster. Uses onty 20K] 


5 utilities in one package! 


Quick ST Il includes the Desktop Customizer utility for installing fill 
patterns and desktop pictures, the Art-ST picture editor, the Quick 
View fast file reader, and the famous Quick Index benchmarking 
utility. The Desktop Customizer runs from the desktop or as a desk 
accessory, and includes a built-in fill pattern editor. Load and edit 
desktop backgrounds without rebooting! 


Quick Tools 3% 


Quick Tools is a package of many powerful and memory efficient 
desk accessories and utilities for the Atari ST/Mega/STe: 
command line interpreter 

amart file viewer (displays text, graphics, ARCs) 






















Each product costs only $19.95 at a dealer near you. We also 
accept credit card orders. Add $3 for shipping. Ph: 519-570-4340. 


Branch Always Software 


Box 2624, Station B, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada N2H 6N2 
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Z*NET UPDATE 


by Ron Kovacs 


May 1990 marks the Sth anniversary of publishing 
our online magazine Z*Net, formerly called (ZMagazine 
and ST*ZMagazine). [in March 1990, this publication 
reached it’s first year of publis and after some re- 
organization, plan to continue thru the next year. 


We have changed our format and page count to ex- 
pand our coverage to the user groups not able to add the 
addtional 12 pages we were previously releasing. We have 
slimmed down to 8 pages and will supply additional pages 
when it is available. Your editor will surely update you 
when we have extra material to share. 


During the months ahead, we would like to high- 
light your ~ in a column here in Z*Net. Please call 
me at (2015 968-2024 between 7-9pm any night if st 
would be interested in having your discussed. We 
will also reprint the column in our nT online maga- 
zine Z*Net Online. The subject should pertain to your 
group activities, AtariFest, library, newsletter, etc.. 


In between your user group newsletter, you can get 
the latest Atari news through Z*Net Online. Released 
every Friday evening on CompuServe and GEnie, Z*Net 


Online covers Atari News, Industry News, feature articles 
and reguiar columns from Alice Amore and Mark Quinn 
on c domain and shareware releases, Jon Clarke cov- 
ers New Zealand and Australia with his Z*Net Down-Un- 
der column, John Nagy s feature articles on Atari shows, 
news, interviews and much more. Z*Net Online is distrib- 
uted on over 500 BBS systems around country and 
throug arene the world. If your system carries our publica- 
tion, let us know so we can add it to our growing list of 
carriers. 


Another outlet to communicate directly with us is 
th the Z*Net Online BBS. The system is avail- 
able 24 hours a day at 2400 baud at (201) 968-8148. There 
are 16 message bases covering popular Atan areas and a 
new area dedicated to our newest online magazine, 
Mechanics Online Magazine. 


The newest and lar public domain programs 
are available along with Bil the sires and animations we 
have released. Z*Net Online issues are also available. 


I want to thank everyone for their support over the 
last e We are growing and appreciate everyone's assist- 


ance ‘ 





Thunderiny Games 
and 3-D Music. 


Dont settle for monotonous mono ever again! Atari 
has hidden three sound channels inside vour ST. 
Tweety Board unleashes that full sound capability 


in minutes. with a solderiess, internal in- 
stallation that's compatible with all 

ST hardware and software. With 
Tweety Board. even your old 
games will suddenly sizzle and 
sound like you've always wished 
they could. 


“TWEETY BOARD 1s a cookin fool! You aint 
lived ‘till vou neard a fireball in DM let loos 
through TWEETY...Wow! I cant bey 
boone old-timers iust to 
struction Set is one 
before!” R 


Tweety Board 
onLy $59°° 


plus shippine & handling 


VoL Il, No. 5 


Z*NET 



















mw 
For Orders or Information She 


Call 602-322-6100 


Bay Practical 


| : é 
1135 N. Jones Blvd. * Tucson. AZ 85716 ‘<a Solutions y 
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Innovative Conca ot 


CCOSTC UL ORS 
POUT EEL AOE 


Classic ator . ae Droducts 


Casy Scan 1] SRG Snuic Swara Winner The Graghics 
ae Can ner ‘heist spes ties Bags Oc- 5@c tor 

crmati Suooorts aaonic modes 89.7017 and 15 Make 
scanners, flyers, posters, and more’ e equires KL /XE/KEGS 
with 12o\ RAS Sad Coson Canable orinter. RCT 
UC hites!. SALT - $7995 (save $20) 


Print Shap Printer D rivers - “ow use tnat incompatible’ 
orinter with Print Shoo and Print Shoo Companion! 
Choose From the ‘glowing printer drivers, Atari 1020 
printer;ciotter ‘“kimate TO or the newer Epson 
a BOY RCO win tors ior other 24+on cmoatibles) SAL El - 
4G each 


emary U parades - Allincude RAs anautitilities (we 


Pave. ? ATRL sthersi } Call us! 


128K - 1SQKE Compatible types, ALL on SALE: 
For AUKL - WOO / For GOXE - COG 
or the AC Game System - $20% 


XFS5 Nit - tat storage! Casy to install uograde for 
XF 551 Drives, for using the newer 35" disks! Fully 
compatible with, oS SpartaD CS X, and MyD CS. 
Aiso GREAT for MD Backuesi SALE! - $249 

Savel XFSSKit, BS dmve & cage - 80% 


Hapoy Dobler - ociudes FR EE U tility Disk! Programs 
TT apy 1rd: LY Emutatesthe US. Doubler, 
ncluaing skew format! Also programs drives D 1 - D8. 


3G Soo WAwe 


| mmitatar Con trdler - Tor Maroy 1060, has 2 swirches to 
control Soeed & Write Protect. Alsohas 2-color L CD 
moni ter. SAL = ss LAS 


[C1060 Cam trdler - (For ALL 1050s) Same as above, but 
no speed switch, SALE ~ Ree 


S!O Switch Box - Controll 1 computer with 2 drive 
setups, or share 1 dnve setup with 2 computers! SAL EI - 
144.96 


SlOP ort Box - Mas 4S! Oports for sdving the "dead end’ 
propiems. SALE! - $3849 


MOTE -.W e have even MCRE products! For our latest 
Catalog (included FREE with orders), just senda 
S.A.S.E. (business size). 





Sari ST/Mega Producty 


MCW! ARCIT & ARCIT SHELL (version 1) 


Commercial version with new features! ™ akes arcing and 


un-arang Ae CG ‘L2I files, asnam inctudes, Pented 
ras —O = pie H F : ‘ 
P.anual,; © oo pttites. and mere fntrecuctary seecal - 
tt. o™ 

49% 

Turbo BLITZ - Uniqe oackuc/dist camer that :s 


Lightning! ast, cn even commercial software’ Us ses [WO 
drivesoindudes Custom Cable and FR OE scitware 
SALE! - YO95 


te 


X former Cable - ow incudes FR GE sortwarei Pun many 
of your Atar’ &bit software tithes on your ST/Mega And, 
directly from an @bit drivel Also allows Bot onnter! 


Chly - $1996 


ST/Mega R AN U pads - installed Ta st! We use only 
the BEET vograde boards! MO future MMU orobiems! 
FREE utilities ask! 


SAB tmeg $125 25 Meg 85 dmeg SOU IOKET: Fo 
ae $325 / Fo deg SAD Megs 2 To 4meg for oniy 
| 


FIC W ! Tick - Tock Clock - Internal dock for 520/10) at 
al OW once! Includes FREE utilties disk. installed for 
only - $80. 


BLITTCR Upgrade - For SAB TT OAS TE (Call for 
details) Speeds uo graphics! Mave a ‘mini-/ega’ for cniy - 
$/5 (Installed ) 


TCS 1.4- Weus oly LEGAL RON! FREE U tlites 
D isk! Chly - 9125 (2 of E chip set) 


Bomb Fix - & eplace weak 74.5273 chins (2), with 
Superior 7445373 chips. Fixes kK andom crashes on 
Accelerators, 1S 1.4 & MAC/IBAN Emulators. installed 
For only - $05 


Mote - ALL of the above internal mods IMICLUDE 
installation and return S&F 


SAVE - Get two o more of the above mods, and save 


more! Cthers also available! 
W e dso - Buy, Sell, Trade, and R eoair Atan equipment. 
Please call for more information. 


Ordering Information - S&H add (US Funds), 
USA/APOIFPO - $4. CCD: $3.50 (USA only) 
Canada/Mexica $7. All other countries: $10 


Innovative Concepts (I.C.) 


31172 Shawn Drive / Warren, MI 48093 USA 
Phone: (313) 293-0730 / BBS: (313) 978-1685 
CompuServe: 76004,1764 / GEnie- IC. 


Dealer, Distributor, & User Group Inquiries Welcome! 
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TORONTO ATARI USERS CONVENTION - TORONTO, 
ONTARIO, CANADA - Nearly 1,000 attendees provided a steady 
stream of people at the TAF show, Sunday 1. They saw an 


abundance of dealers, a iack of de 
seminars. Atari displayed their ENT 
2600 game machine and LYNX right tiie the PC-Clones! 
- nx, STacy’s and Portfolios were in abundance, and the quick 
shopper even saw a few Atari CD-Rom’s sold. 

Simple Software showed their "Survival Guide To The ST”. 
Michtron, one of the regular Atari show attendees, was "blow ing 
out” their entire product line at fantastic prices. DA. Brumleve 


rs, and an assortment of 
product line, fram the 


was showing her line of educational programs. Clear Thinkin 
Software ed a new desk accessory called "Diary & 
hak”. Strata Software was showing STalker 2.0. 


Lantech demoed their 10 megabit local area network. They 
had three ST’s networked together and visitors could experiment 
around with it. Features include 10 megabit transfer rate, self-con- 
tained interface that plugs into the dere 3 port, and quick con- 
nect cabling. Liceth's fpaaact a4 disk drive andany printer from 
any of the oF connected to the network. Cost is only $179 
per computer (510) 744-7380 for more info. 

In the "Ask Atari” seminar, the folks at Atari Canada didn’t 
seem to know much about their products. A few of the technical 
questions seemed to get poor answers. There was stil a reluctance 
to answer questions about the TT. Atari Canada is also 1 Sree 
hard time getting products. Canadian stores did get a couple 

uters, but are we ney to sell them because they want one x 
: ae display model. They do not expect future shipments until 


DISNEYLAND WORLD OF ATARI - ANAHEIM, CALI- 
FORNIA, USA - The World of Atari returned to Disneyland this 
~~ tant Vendors peg tae hee io 3,000 on the first 

an just over on Sun year's orm- 
ance at WOA Digneyland ol claimed over 10 000 a rata 
conservative estimates at under 6,000. There WAS advertising for 
this show, with Atari picking up the tab for $20,000 in (ugty!) dis- 
Play ads in the local and major papers. ; th 
Atari Corporation was present in force, with an impressive 
PAIR of TF 68050 machines, ix ot On. at Atari: A 
IR of TT 68030 machines, six or more LC machines, a 
vidin e stellar demos and sock-knocking stereo 
ports a slew of RTE FOLIOs and ert, 4 con- 
to a small MIDI oe eee the CD-R yer showi 
nick access to the D&C ST PD software disk, a ee ae 44, an 
several Mega and ST computers. Desk Set II was being dem 
strated on a Moniterm big screen monitor, one of only two at ‘the 


show 
‘On hand i. tant ware were Charies Cherry, Dan a Mecoames, 
John Townsend, Ken Badertsher, Elizabeth Shook, Don Thomas, 
and more. Notably absent was Brodie, who was in W: 
ton DC early in the weekend promoting Atari to a group of 
matters. 


dealers, and then went home to attend family 

A *developer” meeting on Saturday t after the show 
turned into more of an “anyone” meeting, with over 200 — 
dining on Atari’s treat of ribs and Mexican food, beer or pop, etc. 
Atari na isoted the $2,000 bill. introduced Dave 
MacNamee, who in turn deomoed S live online at 


GEnie. 

The show featured a wide and interesting variety of develop- 
ers and vendors. Man that the show was enjoyable and 
fairly itable, if smaller in attendance than they were hoping. 

ser groups were hea involved in the setup and take- 
down of the Atari booth, as well as in the distribution and account- 
ing for the loaned equipment from Atari. The close-down and 
accounting was done in record time by the weil volun- 
teers, who amazed Atari officials with their th ess and effi- 
ciency. 


MIDWEST ATARI SWAPFEST - GURNEE IOS. 
USA - Midwest Atari Swapfest 90 was held on Sunday, April 22, 


SPRING ATARI SHOW REPORT ROUNDUP 





1990, in Gurnee, Illinois, oo 
Computer Enthusiasts MilAtari 
consin. Other area Atari user groups also sin erate in the show, 
including the Rockford (IL) Atari Conmanet, ub, Greater Chi- 
cago C el En —— Quad City Atari Computer 
Club, TUG. (The nlendod and SCAT, abo? from the Chicago 
arte: "Fe shows inte to be a small scale effort, in part to 
determine if the groups could put on a larger show in the future. 

A number of local vendors plus a few developers rounded out 
a they show floor, but with 400 e over 1,000 

eople came to shop Atari. e hall was so pack organizers 
pulaty este all might ade the show. 

A highlight for a Bob | meeting Bob Brodie of Atari and 
Jeff Willtens of GEni —— — the a seg 8 Portfoli 
STe, and STacy for the enieytnen STe’s soun 
ont ena I dee program m designed rough te eo 3 ser ene 
and a oO igned for the STe. presen 
two seminars to audiences. Attendees came from as far 
away as Downstate Patieoin Indiana, Iowa, and Michigan. 


BITS N’ BYTES SHOW - AUCKLAND, NEW ZEAL- 
AND - On Wednesday the 25th of April, all the Major vendors 
and suppliers to the computer industry moved to the Auckland 
Expo centre and set up their booths. e range of uters and 

was amazing, ‘You could see Mac’s in ’s with 
86sx’s and all running on Fiber-optic’s to a local user group BBS, 
to a Commodore Cave filled with PC’s, u emlirtesten 1 2 


new 386 zipping th 
In the middle of all the [BM related and right be- 
hind the MicroSoft’ booth was Atari-New and. It was nice to 
see a Moniterm on a Mega 4 showing off the "Hawk flat-bed’ 
scanner. We were all looking for the new ‘TT’. from all 
The Ati PC cee wie ca eaes ab to find it wasn’t there. 
ts ee demo’s of ’Pro-Fax’ 
and strytaing sheer hics ge A slide shows. | 
e new STe’s were there in force with demo’s show 
all the new features that it has. There was a new 520STe Vet, 
lt in: ght hi BEF gs A few months ago this was a 
rlecig ine SIMMS’ pa you do is up the size of your memory by 
reslectsg the the ’S S’ pack, and now it is sold as an option by our 


PACE SHOW - PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA, USA - 
(See related coverage in NEWSWIRE.) The PACE show was held 
near Pittsburgh, PA, held on April 28 and 29. Turnout was an in- 
credibly low 350 on and 100 on Sunday, leaving dealers 
and developers to talk to each other and ponder their losses. 

As for seminars, Nathan Potechin of ISD gave a great talk on 
the Colors b line of feces software. 

After ion by moderator Ralph Mariano 
of ST-Report, Bob Brodie held a short uestion and answer 
with the sometimes hostile crowd. was visibly tired 


very busy schedule, but fairly gracefully fended off the occe 
Sl 


Someone did ask about the buggy TOS 1.6 that is in the STe’s 
and Bob said that there is a new version of TOS 1.6 on now 
that will alleviate the problems. 

Pattie from Unicorn Publications briefly introduced 
AIM, her monthly Atari magazine and disk. 

"Derek Signorini introduced the Atari Users Association. 


the a — (IL) Atari 
ilwaukee, Wis- 


LINE 
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PORTFOLIO SOFTWARE SHELF 


by Ron Kovacs 


The following is a list and description of public domain and 
shareware files available for the Atari Portfolio. All of these 
— are currently available in the PortFolio Forum on Com- 
puServe. 


EMMAPF.ARC: Emma for the Portfolio. Emma, PC 
Magazine’s MCI Mail utility, automates the interface to MCI 


for uploading and downloading mail. Written by Pete 
Maclean. 


XTERM2.COM, XTERM2.D0C, XTERM2.HEX: 
This is the X-Terminal package for the Atari PORTPOLD). It 
contains half and full duplex, simple macro capability, and it 
strips the high bit even in 8-bit communications (for CIS). It 
is entered into the public domain by Jim Strauss 70116,66/. 

DIAL.ARC: Dial m for Xterm. Modify the phone 
number in DIAL.BAT to the BBS needed. The am will 


dial a Hayes ones Modem and call Xterm. Additional 


comments in batch files for wait period, etc. 


PFBOOT.ZIP: Atari Portfolio Serial Interface Bootstrap 
programs automatically load XTERMI using binary-to-hex 
translations t the serial port, with checksums. Takes 
the sy * out of loading a serial only Portfolio. Simple, even 
a ”Type-A” personality can do it! 

PXM.ZIP: Revised version 0.2 fixes the check for port sta- 
tus when writing a transfer block. 


PFCAL.SIT: This is a Macintosh Hypercard stack which 
will convert a Portfolio Diary file into a very nice standard 
calendar form, come with all your ntments. May be 
inted with a Laser ig: 8 ee USEFUL ONLY 
N A MACINTOSH, TRAN AS MACBINARY 
COMPRESSED WITH STUFF-IT. 


PASSWO.ZIP: Password v1.00 is a securi i de de- 
si to prevent unauthorized access to ortfolio’s data. 

EXE file is 512 bytes in size, and a DOC file is in- 
cluded. Developed by Nurick. 


FILELI.BAT: A BAT file for ga PF which will list files 
from a volume to your screen. [t is set to list all the files in 
all my subdirectorys on volume A: but you can easily change 
this with the editor. This is a piece of an AutoBackup routine. 
SDL.ARC: Another Portfolio sorted directory utility. In- 
cludes a small batch file that allows it to run correctly using 
the /P option. Sorts directory by filename, date, size or ex- 
tension. 





ATTR.COM, ATTR.DOC: This program from PC Maga- 
zine permits display and modification of the archive, system, 
hidden and read-only file attributes. 


PDD2.EXE: This is a am _ that Pets a Tand 
TDD-2 disk drive for the Model 100/102/200 to be used wi 
an MS-DOS machine. sgh emo Aco 1S Atari BBS. Eo 
accompanying messages sal t ors name is Tim. 
foi and that he can be found at the Portable BB at 
(603) 924-9770. 


WCX.ARC: Portfolio (MS-DOS) program that counts 
words, lines and bytes in a text file. 


UPDATE.ARC: Newest version of update fixes "space-re- 
turn” in editor of version 1.070 but is compatible with 1.052 
and includes all previous fixes. UPDT104.COM is 1536 bytes. 
Place in autoexec.bat file. Copyright 1990 Atari Corporation 


ARCEX.DOC, ARCEX.COM: ARC Extractor am 
from the IBMNEW Forum; works well on PORT . Re- 
name this file either ARC-E.COM or ARCE.COM for it to 
work properly. NOTE: be sure to get the DOC file for this 
program; it’s full of / commands that can be used for ad- 
vanced applications. 

BATCH.ARC: Useful Batch Files for the Atari Portfolio. 


STRIP.ARC: For automatically stripping hard carriage re- 
turns from ASCII files, as in transfering text files to your 
word processor via the Portfolio parallel interface. 


TEXTCO.ARC: When transfering text files via the paral- 
lel to your IBM, you'll end up with hard carriage returns 
at the end of every line. (This won't when you use an 
XMODEM program via the serial extcon will take out 
those carriage returns -- except at the end of a para- 
graph. It’s pretty accurate. If you're using a 40 character 
screen, make sure select the switch that adjusts a differ- 
ent default for the right margin. 


BINHEX.COM: This takes a binary file and converts it to a 
hexadecimal file (which can be converted back b 
HEXBIN.COM). The resulting hexadecimal file is called RE- 
SULIOUT. It can be used to created text files that may be 
transfered to the Portfolio using the standard DIP-DOS 
COPY command. BINHEX can be copied directly to the 
Portfolio using COPY AUX. 


CHKSUM.COM: This takes a filename and prints a simple 
checksum for the file as a hexidecimal number. (It is a sim- 

ple sum of the bytes in the file). It can be transfered into 
= the Portfolio with a COPY AUX CHKSUMCOM and it 


F8) chowild end up as 118 whe lone It is useful for verifying 


transfers of files. ; Un “socal 
(shareware) called PKUNZIP (ZIP is ingther avor of 
achiving systems.) 
OTHELLO.COM, OTHELLO.DOC: Othello. Use the 
ALT and cursor keys to scroll around. It’s a whole new 
twist on an old game! Some may find the screen scroll- 
ing irritating. : 
QEDAUX.ARC: QEdit 2.08, an excellent shareware 
text editor. This ARC contains the confi on pro- 
ONFIG.EXE and QCO AT) and. 
and unArcs to almost 60K. 
alec ta is a sell "Cc ipa eee The ote 
e is . One word of caution: away from 
be ot command femurs an ANGLSYS ie 
ou t sO t can 
no sneigcer be used. Full documentation is included. 
Shareware. § 





Vol. Ii, No. 4 


Z*NET 





June 1990 





1990-1991 


JACG MEETINGS 


duly 1990 
Seppo yee ae 
1 2 3: 4 5 oe 
@ 9 10 11-12 te 

15 16 17 18 19 ga 33 
22 23 24 25 26 32 
6 36°41 


Hugust 1990 


ee oe ee ee 

$y 4 
b 6) 8 8 16-4) 
fe Te te te ee er 
19 20-3735 24 ak Se 
26 27 B8'39--35°91 


September 1990 


aug WT FUSS 

s 
a eegxs§-335 CGC 
9 10° iS Te 2s ES 
L629" 285-1920 21.22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 | 


October 1990 


Se Me Wy Pi Rang 

a a oe eee ee 
J BiH ego) (712 2s 
e4aaGs 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22°33" 24 35° 26229 
28 29 30 31 


November 1990 


Sca Mad aw T %F  S 

bose Q 

4° 5 6 teexBaedresO 

il 12°93" 14". 25°26 37 

£28.19 20 21 22 23 24 
ao £260 27, 22,20 ou 


December 1990 

S M T We ePioose- « 
1 

2 32 ieaggmog aarp tog 

9°10 IT°12 13 24° 45 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23° 94° I8° 96° 27 298 Fo 

30 31 


— 
oo 


oo 


ie) 


—2 
nN 


be) 


oO 


1 


WG 


ond 
end 


Oo 


July 


JACG MEETING 


Hugust 


JACG MEETING 


September 
JACG MEETING 


Oc tober 
JACG MEETING 


November 
JACG MEETING 


December 
JACG MEETING 


January 
JACG MEETING 


February 
JACG MEETING 


March 


JACG MEETING 


April 


JACG MEETING 


May 


JACG MEETING 


June 
JACG MEETING 


May be additions or deletions 


January 1991 

Cr Tr CG 

1-2 3 

A te -F4s e 

45-34-1846 17 36 

oo 2) 23-33 30 35 
27 38 39 30 33 


February 199] 


oo ee Ee 

1 

ee ee PB 

se gee @ ae ee oe Se Bs 

ded on nets ae Ost le: Zo 
24°29 26 27° 28 


March 1991 


oie % 4 T F 

+ 

a... ee FFB 

10 11 Ag ee 5 
L/ 18 39 29 21.22 
24 25 26 27 28 29 


31 
Hpril 1991 


a 4. Te TS 

‘ee ee ee oe 
1 ee Oe ae 
4 15 16.12.38 19 
247 22°23: 24:25 26 
243 4249 30 


May 1991 
Ss 2 2 © 2:2 
ee eee 


o..0 ~46 9 10 
iZeide 44215 16 17 
19 20 21 22 23 24 
26 27 28 29 30 31 


June 1991 
S$ MT WT F 


22S? og He ee 7 
oi 253213 4 
LG 27 (16°49 20 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 
30 


13 
20 
a7 


Be 


25 


or N 


15 


29 











JACG INC. 


Jersey Atari Computer Group Inc. 
P.O. Box 5206 
Newark. NJ 07105-0206 


ae 













JACG NEWSLETTER 





BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 
VERNON N_J. 07462 


Pert # | 













JACG Membership Application 


$25.00 
$31.00 





DUES: US. 3rd Class Mailing, Canada. Mexico 
US. 1st Class Mailing. Foreign Subscription 







_ 1. New 2. Foner 
___ ST/Mega 


____ Renew 
=> 8-o 








Name: 
Addwse <2 
City: 7 
State/Country/Z:pcode: 












Home Phone Number: 









st Class: on 3 Cla 





Bates 2. 3 2 “Bears 








JACG cio Mike Hochman 
4 Juies Wav Howell, NJ 07731 






Mai: to: 





— Support Your Club and 
Get Something of Value 
at the Same Time 


Ky tisi Rat 














Full Page (75 *9) $48.00 
Half Page $25.00 
Quarter Page $18.00 






Discount Rates Available on Request! 





Executive Commitee 


David B. Noyes PRESIDENT 
3 Ann Road Long Valley, NJ 07853 (201)-852-3165 — 


John H. Dean VICE-PRESIDENT ST 
RFD #2 Box 788 Sussex, NJ 07461 (201)-827-3902 


Neil Van Oost, Jr. VICE-PRESIDENT 8-BiT 
25 Willow Street Waretown, NJ 08758 (609)-693-4408 


SECRETARY & MEMBERSHIP 
(201)-901-9296 


Michael Hochman 
4 Julies Way Howell, NJ 07731 


Jack Rutt TREASURER > 
52 Dacotan Avenue Rockaway. NJ 07886 (201)-625-0273 


David Anington EDITOR 
Eagle Rock Village Bidg 8 Apt3B Budd Lake.NJ 07828 (201)-347-5227. 


Sam Cory LIBRARIAN 
P.O. Box 368 Blairstown, NJ 07825 (201)-362-5474 


David B. Noyes ADVERTISING 
3 Ann Road Long Valley, NJ 07853 (201)-852-3165 


Gary J. Gorski | 
313 Sheridan Avenue Roseile, NJ 07203 (20!)-241-4554 


Gary J. Gorski PRESIDENT EMERITUS 
313 Sheridan Avenue Roselle, NJ 07203 (201)-241-4554 


MAIL ORDER UBRARIAN 
13 Wellington Livingston, NJ 07039 


ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 
[8-Bit] Dave Green, Bill Garmany Jr. Neil Van Oost Jr. 
[ST] Peter Rotton, John Dean 


BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM OPERATORS 
Gary Gorski, Lars Fuchs, Mark Rotton, Robert P. Mulhearn 


JACG BIG BROTHER 
Charles J. Miller - (201)-469-6190 


JACG BBS - (201)-298-0161 


SALES 


Bill Garmany, Jr. 


The Jetsey Atari Computer Group Inc. (JACG) is an independent, informal organization of Atari computer users. It is not 
affiliated with Atari Corporation or any other commercial enterprise. Opinions expressed in this publication reflect only the views of 
the individual author, and do not necessarily represent the views of the JACG. Material in this Newsletter may be reprinted by 
other Atari Users Groups, provided the author (if applicable) and the JACG are given credit. Only original work may be reprinted. 


Questions concerning reprinting should be addressed to the Editor. 





